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SECOND BDITION. 


; T HE foo Words inchſed between 


Crotchets are added in this Edition 


f the Apology, in order to obviate tie 
Cavili, and to detect the Falhfications of a 


nameleſs Writer, who, becauſe he found the 


Arguments too firong to be attacked in an 
open and direct Manner, choſe to alter, diſ= 


guiſe, and miſrepreſent them; and then to 


combat with a Phantom of his own raiſing. 
Forge ſo palpable is the more extraor- 


: dinary, as the Man pretends to be a moſt ſtre- 


nuous Advocate for the pure Word of God, 


freed from all human Mixtures, and Adul- 


terations. Surely the pure Mord of God for- 
; | bids the bearing of Falſe Witneſs ; furely ic 


enjoins the Duty of doing to others as one 


' would be done by. But I Jorbear:— By 


their F rutts Je ſhall know them, 1 
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Prefent Church of England, ke. 


'ReverenD Sm, 


8 perhaps you, and I may differ 
widely in our Concluſions, T am 
the more deſirous, that we ſhould 
agree on certain Points at firſt ſet- 
ting out. To this End I have ſe- 
Poſtulata to begin my Letrer, 
which I hope, and believe you will not centro- 

Fe e 88 


Mr firſt is, That all Societies [whatſoever, not 
* the Bill of Rights, and the Aloci- 
VVV 


F 6.3 


ation at the Feathers Tavern] muſt have ſome 


common Center of Union, and be governed 
by ſome Rule either expreſſed, or implied, 


written, or traditionary. [They muſt have ſome 


Object, or End in View; and they muſt fix on 


ſome Means or other for the attaining of this End.] 


Ap the ſecond, T hat thoſe Perſons, Who 
are admitted Members of ſuch Societies, and 
more eſpecially thoſe who propoſe themſelves 
to be Candidates for Offices, and honourable 
Diſtinctions in the ſame; [for inſtance, that 


of Preſident, Chairman, Secretary, Treaſurer, 
&c. &c. &c.] are to be ſuppoſed to approve of 


this Rule in the Main, and this Center o 5 


Union, whatever it may * to be. 


| From both which We 1m las to in- 


fer, That the more important the Ends and 


Uſes of any Society are ſuppoſed to be, the 


ſooner, generally ſpeaking, will ſuch an Inſti- 
tution arrive at an Acquiſition of temporal Poſ- 


ſeſſions.---I ſay, this is an Inference, which ſeems 

to be a natural, and neceſſary Corollary from 
the foregoing Poſtulata. For divers Perſons, 
either in their Life- time, or at their Deceaſe, will 

think it expedient, out of a Principle of Zeal, 

of Emulation, or perhaps from leſs laudable 
Meotives, to ſubſcribe Sums of Money, or to 
give Lands, or leave Legacies for the Support, 
: and Encouragement of ſuch 4 an n important Inſti- 
80 e tution 
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tution. Nor is it in the Power of the Civil Ma- 
giſtrate, even where he diſapproves of theſe Be- 
nefactions, totally to prevent them. Indeed 
a continued Perſecution may go a great Way 
towards ſtopping the Current of ſuch Dona- 


tions, or Bequeſts ;---I ſay, a continued Perſe- 
cution; for an occaſional one will rather 


mote, than reſtrain them, by inflamin 


g the 


| Zeal of the Perſecuted, and by raiſing the Sen- 


ſations of Pity in the Breaſts of other Men. 
Alſo a very ſtrict Law of Mortmain may ob- 
ſtruct the Diſpoſal of Lands for fuch Uſes, or 


pro- 


may take away thoſe Eſtates that are e already 1 1 


* 


Bur after all, Ways and Means will be 
found out in a Courſe of Years, if Zeal ſhould 
continue ſtrong, and if Numbers encreaſe, and 

Wealth be not wanting, to compaſs the End in- 


tended to a great Degree. Moreover, in all free 5 


Countries, where the People are governed by 
known and eſtabliſhed Laws, it is morally im- 
poſſible to prevent the Subject from diſpoſing 
of his Property, as his Judgement, and Con- 
ſcience ſhall direct. For as he previouſly | 

| knows what the Laws in being are, and as he 


has no juſt Reaſon to think, that the State will 3 


enact a particular Law ex poſt facto, meerly . 
to diſannul what he ſhall wiſh to have done. 


he has no other Difficulty to encounter, than 
5 that of duzen the Letter of the general prohi- 


bitory 
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bitory Law, by ſome oblique Method of Pro- 
cedure. And in all Countries, the expert 
Practitioners in the Law will ſupply him with 


a ſufficient Number of eluſory Forms. 


Mauren beben it is evident, "thi, civil 
| Eſtabliſhments may be formed without the 
Intervention of the Legiſlature ;---I had almoſt. 
ſaid, contrary to their known Judgement, but 
certainly without their expreſs Conſent, and 
even without Letters Patent of Incorporation. 
For to go no farther for Proofs, almoſt all 


the modern Hoſpitals and Infirmaries are thus 


eſtabliſhed. And were we to examine the Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Hiſtory of various Countries, more 
eſpecially of our own, we ſhould find, that divers 
Eſtabliſhments have taken Place for the Support 
of divers Sects at a Time when the Legiſlature 
gave no Manner of Encouragement to ſuch In- 
ſtitutions. Particularly it is obſervable, that 
during the Reign of Queen Elizabeth, and of 
the 8tuarts, the Diſſenters in general laboured 


under grievous Perſecutions: And yet that 


Circumſtance did not hinder them from eſta- 
- bliſhing. conſiderable Funds for the Support 
of thoſe Miniſters, who ſuffered for Conſcience- 
Sake. Again: Such diſſenting Congregations, 
whoſe Paſtors do not ſubſcribe at preſent to 

Thirty-ſix out of the Thirty-nine Articles of 
Religion, and likewiſe to a Part of the 
5 TORO ---That Is, who | do not ſubmit to 


the 


3 


LES - 
the Terms required by the Act of Toleration,--- 
are ſtill liable to the ſame penal Laws, which 
were enacted during the perſecuting Reigns 
of the Tudors, and of the Stuarts. And the 
non-ſubſcribing Miniſters are more in Number 
than the Subſcribers, by at leaſt three to one. 
Yet any Bequeſt is as valid to the former of 
theſe, as to the latter: Nor will the Truſtees 
for the annual Intereſt of Sums of Money, or 
for the Rent of Lands, given before the Com- 
mencement of the laſt Mortmain Act, find any 
* Difficulty in collecting the reſpective Reve- 

nues, on account of the Omiſſion of Sub- 

ſcribing ;---or of applying them afterwards, 
as Stipends for the Maintenance of ſuch Ne on- 
CY Miniſters. R INE 


Ir is therefore a firange Diſpute, to lay no 
worle, which hath often been raiſed, and 
which ſome of your Friends have lately re- 
vived with great Warmth, about the Grounds 
and Reaſons of religious Eſtabliſnments;- Or, 
in other Words, about the Reaſonableneſs, or 
Expediency of aſſigning any Funds of tem- 
poral Poſſeſſions for the Support of a Church. 
For all religious Sets in a Land of Li- 


berty, will, in Proceſs of Time, naturally and 


neceſſarily eſtabliſh themſelves, in Propor- 


tion to their Zeal, their Numbers, and their 


Abilities. Nor can this be avoided without 
a total Deſtruction of that Liberty, of which 


. 


C 
we ſo often make our Boaſt. Indeed one Sect 
may get the Lead, either thro” its own intrinſic 
Merit, the ſuperior Zeal, the Numbers, or 


Rank of its Votaries, or thro' the Favour of 
| Government, and the Influence of the ruling. 
Powers. But all the Sets (except perhaps 
the Quakers, if even they are to be excepted) 
will have this in common with it; That their 


Miniſters and Paſtors are to be ſupported 
either by the voluntary Contributions of the 
Living, by the Legacies of the Dead, or by 
both together. And therefore the whole Diffe- 


rence between each of theſe Sects and the lead- 
ing Society, as far as the preſent Point is 


concerned, amounts to no more than this, viz. 
That the leading Sect has larger Appointments, 
and more permanent Donations, generally 
ſpeaking, than the others have. Nay further, 


thoſe permanent Donations which ariſe from the 
Profits of Lands, or Houſes, were originally 


no other than private Benefactions. For even 


, Tithes themſelves, which now may be conſi- 
dered as a public, and a national Tax, were 
at firſt the mere private Gifts of Individuals ;--- 
The Proprietors of Lands, and Lords of Ma- 
nors, ſome ſooner, and ſome later, having 


given in Perpetuity the tenth Part of the Pro- 


duce of their Grounds, and the Increaſe of 


their Flocks, Sc. to the Support, and. Main- 
tenance of a parochial Miniſtry. So that in 
Faſt, the preſent eder Laws for the 


gy b * 


- + .00- 4 

Payment of Tithes, are of the ſame Nature as 

thoſe for the Payment of Rent ;---Tithes being 
nothing more than a Rent-Charge upon an 
Eſtate made by him, who was the Owner of it. 

And when ſome of theſe Tithe-Revenues ac- | 
tually eſcheated (and indeed all of them might 
be conſidered as eſcheated) to the Crown, (that 
is to the Public repreſented by the Crown) by 
the Downfal and Abolition of Popery, a great 
Part of them were afterwards regranted, in 

Effect, for the Support and Eſfabliſnment of 4 
a Proteſtant Church of On. - . 


Bur chis is not al — For you know, Sir, 
it hath been further advanced by ſome of your 
Friends, - That no one religious Sect ought to 
be eſtabliſhed in Preference to another. Now, 
if this means any thing, it muſt be this :--- 
Either that no Gift whatever, temporary or per- 
manent, ſhould be made to that Society, which 
hath the Promotion of Religion and Virtue 
for its End and Object; and that, in order 
to prevent ſuch Gifts being made, all Societies 
of this Kind ſhall be ſubject to perpetual Per- 
ſecution :---Or elſe, if any Individual ſhould 


have Zeal enough to make a Donation to one 
of theſe religious Societies, other Individuals 
muſt be found out, or, if they cannot be found, 
the Public itſelf muſt make it up to all the 
reſt; that the Parity of Rank, and Equa- 
lity of Condition may be ſtill preſerved among 
B 2 them 
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Spor of Ground, which the Adverfary fancies 


1 
them, and that the dreaded Aſcendency of one 
over the reſt may be prevented: Now, whe- 


ther the Impiety and Cruelty of the former of 
theſe Notions,---or the Abſurdity of the latter, 
is the greater, is hard to ſay. But ſuffice it to 


obſerve, That they are both as 1 in 


Theory, as  imprafticable1 in Fact. 


Nox will it mend the Matter to | alladgh, 


that too much may be beſtowed upon theſe re- 
ligious Inſtitutions:— And particularly, that 


the Quantity of Land may be ſo great, as to 


cauſe Inconveniencies to Commerce, and even 
Dangers to the State. For tho' all this may be 


true, yet it is a Truth that doth not affect a 
religious Society merely as ſuch: Becauſe the like 


5 Charge may be brought againſt Lands or Houſes 
given in Mortmain to any other Society, Civil, 


Military, or Literary, as well as to Religious, | 


if given to Exceſs. And therefore the Extent 
or Grandeur of the Eſtabliſhment is a diſtin& 
Conſideration, and entirely out of the preſent 
Queſtion. Indeed it muſt be allowed, that all 
ſuch Endowments may poſſibly, in Time, be- 
come exceſſive. But then it ought to be ob- 


ſerved, that every State hath an effectual Cure 


for the paſt, and a preventive Remedy for the 
future in its own Hands, to be applied as 
5 Occaſion ſhall _— 


Howzves, as I now ſtand upon that very 


to 
4M 


„„ i 
to be in a Manner his own, and from 
whence he thinks he can make his Attacks with 
the greateſt Succeſs; I will give him every Ad- 
vantage he wiſhes to enjoy; and yet will not 
decline the Combat. Firſt therefore, I do aſſert, 
that as the eſtabliſning of Religious Societies 


is unavoidable in one Degree, or other, it be- 


comes the Duty of the public Magiſtrate to 
5 give the Preference to that Society, which 
upon Compariſon with others, ſhall appear to 


Pl his own Judgement and Conſcience to = 
| the beſt, and moſt deſer ving and conſe- | 


quently the fitteſt to aſſiſt him in the Admi- 
niſtration of a rational, equal, and juſt Plan 
of civil Government. Secondly, it is both his 
Duty and his Intereſt to ſupport and encourage 

the Miniſters of it to a certain Degree: That 

is, to ſuch a Degree only as ſhall elevate them 
above the Contempt of the Vulgar, without ex- 
citing the Envy of the Great. And Thirdly, 
as to all thoſe other Sects, or Parties in Reli- 
gion, which may happen to exiſt within the 
ee of his State, it is moſt certainly 
his Duty, and evidently his Intereſt, to tolerate 
; and protect them all, as far as a Regard 
to good Morals, and the Safety of the State 
can poſſibly admit. In Reſpect to which latter 

f Circumſtance, viz. the Safety of the State, I 
cannot but declare my entire Approbation of 
that generous Sentiment, which I have ſome- 
= where read in the Writings (for I quote only 


3 5 from 


nl 

from Memory) of the late learned Doctor Dod. 
aridge, of Northampton, to this Effet, —That 
in deducing bad, or dangerous Conſequences 
from the irrational Tenets of any Se&, the 
Magiſtrate ought to make great Allowance, 
and not to proceed from Principle to Conſe- 
quence by a Chain of Syllogiſms; for few 
Sectaries, if any, will allow, or even believe, 


that ſuch dangerous Conclufions can be drawn 


from their Principles as others draw : And 
therefore, as they do not ſee thoſe Evils which 
are objected to their Syſtem, they ought not 
to be perſonally charged with them. Nay more, 
granting that they did ſee, and acknowledge 
ſuch ſtrange Conſequences, yet as the very 
Abſurdity of thoſe Tenets would blaſt their 
Reputation, and ſoon prove their Ruin it 
would, perhaps, be better upon the whole for 
the Magiſtrate to permit theſe Reveries to die 
their own natural Death, than to put them to 
a violent one: And it would be Time enough 
for him to draw the Sword of Juſtice againſt 
the Defenders of ſuch Notions, when ſome In- 
ſurrection, or public Diſturbance ſhould actu- 
| ally ariſe from them. | 


Now ſuch a Conduct is generous and wiſe, 


as well as benevolent; keeping a due Medium 


between a Spirit of Bigotry and Perſecution on 
the one Hand, and the Indifference of a Scep- 
tic on che other. | 

Waurkras 


Te 2 

WurREas to ſuppoſe, that the civil Ma- 
giſtrate either is, or ought to be totally de- 
void of all religious Sentiments, neither enter- _ 
| taining any Fear of God, nor any Hopes of his 
Favour ;---and therefore that ſuch a Governor 
ought to act, as if no religious Syſtem whatever 
was worth protecting, much leſs encouraging, 


_ ---Is at leaſt to ſuppoſe, that he ought to be a 


wy bad Man, in order to be a good Gover- 


nor. A Paradox this, which even in an Age 
; very fruitful of ſtrange Conceits, will hardly be 


able to paſs upon the World. But indeed, if | 


we could even ſuppoſe, that this new-fangled 


civil Magiſtrate was juſt as devoid of all moral 


and religious Principles, as ſome Men would 


wiſh him to be, it doth not follow, that he 
would be fo totally indifferent in Regard to 
the Support, or Encouragement, which might 5 
be given to one Sect in Preference to another, as 
they expect. For after all, there are two other 
| Motives, beſides Conſcience, which may power- 
fully influence his Conduct in this Reſpect, viz. 
Intereſt, and Fancy. It may be his Intereft to 
promote one Sect preferably to another, upon 
various Accounts, ſome of a public, and others 
of a private Nature. And his Fancy alſo may 
ſway him to ſhew a Partiality to ſome one par- 
ticular Sect, and to make that his Favourite. 
So that upon the whole, they who wiſh to ſee a 
Magiſtrate without any Religion, in order 


that 
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263 
that no religious Sect might be eſtabliſhed, 
would get but a little Way forward, even if 
they could obtain this Point ;---unleſs they 
could diveſt him likewiſe of every Senſe and 
Feeling ariſing from his own Inclination, or 
5 his own Intereſt. EY), 


1 Ax D now, Sir, as, T hope, you will allow, that 
we have ſufficiently diſcuſſed the Point relating 
to Church-Revenues, or Church- Eſtabliſhments ;--- 
Loet us proceed to another, viz. to the Conſi- 
deration of that Poſtulatum, with which we 
firſt ſet out, viz. © That all Societies muſt 
4 have ſome common Center of Union, and 

„ muſt be governed by ſome Rule either ex- 
e preſſed or implied, written or traditionary. * 
[T hey muſt have ſome Object or End in 


View; and they muſt fix on ſome Means 


or other for the attaining of this End.] 
And I cannot fee, as I told you at the Begin- 
ning, how you can poſſibly deny this Maxim. 


For a Society without any Rule, any Connecti- 


on, or any ſocial Bond, [without any End or 
Object, or without any Means to obtain it,] is, 
to my Apprehenſion, no Society at all. And 
yet, if you admit of ſuch Regulations, you 
muſt likewiſe admit of Creeds, Articles, and 
Subſcriptions, under ſome Shape or other, or 
of ſomething equivalent to them. For theſe are 
nothing elſe but ſo many Rules of Conduct, . 
and Centers of Union. 


Bur 


, 8 


, 8 


„ 
Bur perhaps, you will ſay,---and according 
to my poor Judgement, it is the only Thing 


you can fay, that you do not mean to object. 


to all Creeds, or to all Syſtems of Confeſſion, 


but only to ſome particular ones. Well, then, 


if this be the Caſe, tell us plainly, and with- 


dot Equivozation, what are thoſe Principles, 
to which you have no Objection. Sum them 


up, and reduce them into Order; ſo that at 


| laſt we may have ſuch a Creed, or ſuch a Syſtem | 
of Faith and Doctrines, conceived in poſitive, 


not in negative Terms, as you yourſelf do avow, 


and will defend. Will you, for Example, be 
explicit on the fundamental Principles of natu- 

ral Religion, and on the diſtinguiſhing Articles 
of Revelation? Or will you ſtill entrench your- 
ſelf under the Cover of general Aſſertions, with- | 


out explaining, or particularizing any Thing ? 


If this latter be your Aim, it will amount to 


the ſame Thing, in the Judgement of all 


diſcerning Perſons, as if you had confeſſed, 


either that you had no Principles at all, or elſe, 


that they were of ſuch a Sort, as you did not 
wHh to have diſcovered, even in this Land of 
Liberty. Ps 


Pour 1 1 the Caſe, that you chuſe to 


form a Church, or religious Society, on the 
Principles of natural Religion only: 1 aſk 


what Human Creed, or what Syſtem of Faith 


would you wiſh to adopt on that Occaſion 


. 


1 
To ſay that every Perſon, who was to teach, or 
_ preſide in that Aſſembly, ſhould engage, t teach 
nothing but what appeared to him to be true, and 
agreeable to right Reaſon, (which Words you 
know are a Parody on a favourite Expreſſion 
of yours relative to the Scriptures) is ſaying 
nothing to the Purpoſe: For all the different 
Sects that ever were, or ever will be in the 
World, might equally become the Members, 
and ſome of them even the Paſtors of ſuch a 
__ comprehenſive, latitudinarian Church. Nay, 


there is nothing in the Terms of this Engage- 


ment, which could exclude even an Atheiſt 
from inculcating his atheiſtical Doctrines pub- 
lickly in this religious Aſſembly; for even he 
— 9 ſubſcribe to the Terms that were re- 
quired, as unfeignedly as the reſt, viz. That 
he would teach nothing but what appeared to 

him to be true, and agreeable to right Reaſon. 


Ir is therefore at leaſt ſo far certain, that 
ve muſt advance one Step higher, and require 
an explicit Declaration of the Belief of a Gop. 
But here again, unleſs it be believed, that this 
Gob is a Preſider over human Affairs, and a 

Rewarder of thoſe that diligently ſeek him, it 

will be to no Purpoſe to require any Declara- 
tion concerning his phyſical Exiſtence. For. a 
. Gop without Care, or Concern for Religion 
and Virtue, who neither Juſtifies the Righteous, 

nor condemns the Wicked, is, in a religious 

Senſe, no God 1 Iuxx⸗ 


„ 

Tazrzroke two Points at leaſt muſt be ad- 
mitted into the Creed of natural Religion, viz; 
That there is a Gop,---and that he is a Re- 
warder of them that diligently ſeek him. But 
this Doctrine muſt lead ſtill further, for theſe 
two Points immediately beget two others, — 
Firſt, 'in what Manner, and by what Means 
are we to ſeek this rewarding Gop? And Se- 
condly, at what Time, or in which State of 
our Exiſtence are we to believe, that he will 
actually, and finally reward thoſe, who dili- 


” gently ſeek his Favour, and Protection ii in the 


Manner they * to ſeek them? 


9. — Reſpect to the firſt Head, have is a: . 


Neceſſity that the Creed ſhould be very expli- 

cit, becauſe various, contradictory, and moſt 
irrational have frequently been the Methods 

of ſeeking to pleaſe the Creator of the World, 

and the Governor of Mankind. Nay, the 
popular Religions of the Greets and Romans, 
of the Syrians, Egyptians, the Medes and Per- 
fans, and of all the Nations of Antiquity, ex- 
cepting the Jews, were not only very fooliſh 
and abſurd, but alſo abominably wicked and im- 
moral. And the very beſt religious Syſtems 
of the Gentiles of this Day, throughout every 
Part of the Globe, are ſo unworthy of a rational 


Service either for Gop to require, or Man to 


Pays and haye fo little of true Repentance, 1 
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1 and Amendment of Life in their Compoſition, 


that one may venture to pronounce, there is a 


more excellent Way of gaining the Divine Fa- 


vour, than ever was, or is to be found, among 
all the Nations of the Gentile World. 25 


erlesen; if there be a Sopteme W 


the Rewarder of thoſe who diligently ſeek 
him and if we are to ſeek his Favour and 
| Reconciliation in a proper Manner, by diſplay- 
ing his Glory, and by diffuſing Peace on 
Earth, and Good-Will among his Creatures, 
(Which I take for granted is the Caſe) then 
the Creed of Nature is not ſo extremely ſhort 
and conciſe, as ſome Perſons have choſen to 
repreſent it. But lengthened as it is, it ends 
not here: For in the next Place we are to en- 
quire, when, or at what Period of our Exiſtence, 
is this Reward to take Place PA certain Fact 
it is, according to the moſt accurate Obſerva- 


tions both of antient, and modern Times, that 


the preſent” Scene of Things is not the Scene 
for complete and adequate Diſtribution. There- 

fore there muſt be a future State to ſettle and 
| a: 8 the preſent manifeſt r : 


Tuvs at laſt, we e come to four gene- 
ral Points in the Creed of Nature, viz. The 
Belief of a GOD,---of a Providence, of the 
Difference between Good and Evil, and of a 

5 future State of Retribution. | 1call theſe general 

5 Points, 


3 
Points, becauſe they muſt belong univerſally to 
all Churches founded, or ſuppoſed to be founded, 
on the Baſis of natural Religion. 


Bur farther fill Each of theſe general 
Points may, and muſt be divided, and ſubdivided 
into particular ones, if Occaſion ſhall fo require. 
Thus for Example; ſuppoſe ſome wrong-headed 

- metaphyſical Genius ſhould ſtart an Opinion of 
the Self-exiſtence of two ſovereign, almighty, 
and independent Principles, the one the Author 
of all Good, and the other of all Evil, in the 
World :- -And that this conceited Genius, being 
likewiſe a moſt conſequential Reaſoner, ſhould 
maintain, That we muſt worſhip the Good Being 


out of Love, and therefore do all the Good we 


can to pleaſe him ; but that we muſt worſhip 
the Evil Being through Fear, and ſtrive to 
pleaſe him alſo by a quite contrary Behaviour. 
Now I aſk, Sir, will that general Perſuaſion of 
the Belief of a God, be a ſufficient Teſt in ſuch 
2 Caſe as this ?---Surely no: And yet this very 
Caſe, viz. The Notion of two almighty, inde- 
pendent Principles, the one good, and the other 
evil, hath more than once prevailed a great deal 
both in the Heathen, and in the Chriſtian World. 
Much more might be added to the fame Effect 


concerning the Nature, and the Laws of Provi- - 


dence,---of moral Obligation, and of a future 
State: Hut 1 forbear. . and the reſt of 
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[ 22 ] 
my learned Readers, know too well, that I may 
procure Materials more than enough to furniſh 
long Diſſertations on each of theſe Articles: And 
as to the unlearned, they need not be informed 


of all the nonſenſical, or all the miſchievous 
Opinions, that from Time to Time have found 
too much Encouragement from the Corruptions, 
Paſſions, Conceitedneſs, and Blindneſs of human 
Nature. | 


| Wuzzerone the whole that 1 have to ſay on 
the preſent Subject may thus be briefly ſummed 


up; That even according to the Principles 
of natural Religion, there muſt be a Creed, or 


Confeſſion of Faith, either openly declared, or 


_ tacitly implied; and that this Creed muſt con- 
ſiſt of at leaſt four general Articles; more- 


over that certain extraordinary Occaſions may 


occur, when each of theſe muſt be divided, and 


ſubdivided into others:. So that in Fact the ſame 


Creed of natural Religion becomes either ſhorter, 
or longer, as Circumſtances ſhall vary. In 
Times of greatSimplicity, or after the Metaphyſi- 


cal Fallacies of former Ages are happily forgot, 


| the ſhorter this Creed in Reaſon, ſo much the 
better. But when the Sophiſtry and Chicane 
of wrangling Diſputants, or of perverſe, con- 
ceited Philoſophers, have rendered ineffectual 
this ſhort and comprehenſive Creed, Recourſe 
muſt then be had to farther Explanations, and 


more 


1 

more exact Definitions. Juſt as later Acts of 

Parliament are made to explain, ſtrengthen, and 
enforce the preceding; after the Frauds, and 

Juuggles, and Impoſitions of diſhoneſt, crafty 
Men have eluded the plain * and Inten- 
tion of the original Law. 


4 Conn we now therefore to conſider the Caſe 
of the Goſpel.---And what is there in the whole 
Syſtem of Revelation, that either forbids, or 
diſcountenances the Ule of Creeds, and Con- 
feſſions of Faith? Nay, how comes it paſs, that 
that Method for the Prevention of Error, which 
is ſo plainly a Duty, according to the beſt Light 
of Nature, is converted into a Crime, if practiſed | 
under the Diſpenſation of the Goſpel? And is 
it thus, after all, that you ſhew your peculiar 
| Regard to the Duties of natural, and perpetual 
Obligation ? Or, that you wiſh to reconcile the 


| Declarations of Holy Writ with the Dictates of 


right Reaſon ? Both Reaſon and Revelation cry 
aloud, that we muſt contend earneſtly for the 
Faith :---For the Faith of natural Religion in 
the one Caſe, and of both natural and revealed 
in the other. Nay more, the Commands of 
Scripture plainly refer to ſome certain Compen- 

dium of the Goſpel, that is, to ſome particular 
Creed, or Confeſſion of Faith, whatever it was, 

' which was once delivered to the Saints, For evi- 
dent it is, that when Saint Jude uſed theſe 


Words, . 
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Words, the Faith delivered to the Saints, he could 


not poſſibly mean the Goſpel at large, or all the 


Books of the New Teſtament; I ſay, evident it 
is, as for other Reaſons, ſo particularly for the 
four following, /. Becauſe all the Books 
of the New Teſtament were not then compiled 


when he wrote his Epiſtle: 2dly. Becauſe, ſome 
of thoſe, which were indeed then extant, were 
not univerſally admitted at that Time into the 


Canon of the New Teſtament : And, 3dhy. Be- 


| cauſe it cannot be ſuppoſed, that when the 


Apoſtles and firſt Miſſionaries preached the 


| Goſpel in different Parts of the Earth, and fled 
from City to City, they carried Numbers of 
| Copies along with them of all the Manuſcript 
Books then in being, and left a Copy at each 
Place, where they ſtopped, and made Converts : 
Nay, athly. Granting, for Argument's Sake, that 
they even did this (which is by no Means proba- 
ble) it is abſolutely incredible, that they delivered 
a Manuſcript , Copy to each Proſelyte, when 
Tranſcribing was ſo tedious, when Manuſcripts 
were ſo exceſſively dear, and the Art of Printing 


not diſcovered ;---or that each Proſelyte ould 5 


have been able to read the Writing, had it been 
delivered. Therefore the only practicable Me- 
tmhod left them to purſue, was that which the 
Apoſtle tells us, they did purſue, viz. To inſtruct 
their Converts in the general Principles of the 
Chriſtian, Religion, and to teach them a Com- 


pendium 


1 25 J 
pendium of the Chriſtian Faith : Which Com- 
pendium is only another Name for a Creed. 


WBB Creeds, you ſay, eſpecially modern 
« Creeds, are compoſed by fallible Men; whereas 
the Scriptures are the Words of the infallible 
« God.”---Granted : But the original Scriptures 

| themſelves were tranſcribed by antient falllible 

_ Copyiſts ; and they are now printed by modern 
and fallible Printers. They were likewiſe tranſ- 

| lated by modern and fallible Tranſlators : This 


Tranſlation was enjoined to be publickly uſed by | 


a modern and fallible Authority; and the ſeveral 
Copies of it now in Uſe were printed by a Set of 
Printers ſtill more modern, and not one Jot 
more infallible. So that if Fallibility alone 
(for we are not here diſcuſſing the different De- 
grees of Fallibility, to which different Caſes 
may be ſubject) but if mere Fallibility,—or, if 
700 pleaſe, if the bare Poſſibility of making 4 

D a 


„The true Diſtinétion to be Re between 8 
and Creeds in this Caſe is the an vi. The Scrip- 
tures are infallible in their Source, but fallible in their De. | 


| ſcent; that is, the ſeveral Copyiſts, Editors, Tranſlators, 


and Interpreters of them may make Miſtakes. Whereas | 
Creeds are fallible both in as Source, and in their De- 
| ſcent; But abſolute Infallibility, in the Senſe above ex - 
plained, belong to neither: Nor is this Diſtinction appli” 2 
cable to the Caſe of Revalation only. For the ve 
Diſtinction ought always to be made between perfeet = 
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Miſtake, is to be deemed a ſufficient Reaſon for 


rejecting the Uſe of Creeds ;-<-it will then ne- 


ceſſarily follow, that both the original Greek, 
and Hebrew Scriptures, and the ſeveral Tranſ- 
lations of them muſt be rejected likewiſe, And 


the Objection will never ceaſe, till it hath 


ended either i in univerſal Scepticiſm on one Ex- 


teme, or: an infallible Pope on n che other. 


Baines NET me to alk, is the Crebd. 
or Confeſſion of Faith, to which you object, 


4 becauſe compoſed by fallible Men; „ (what- 
ever it be)---is it true, or falſe in itſelf? ? If 
-*- be true, it contains a Scripture-Meaning, 
upon a Suppoſition, that the Scriptures are the 
Truth of God ;---tho' perhaps. the very iden- 
tical Phraſes are not to be found in the Scrip- 


ture. But on the other Hand, if you can 
prove it to be falſe, and contrary to Scrip- 


ture; .-.-what Need of further Controverly ? 


For we are both agreed, that a falſe, or an un- 


ſcriptural Creed is not to be defended. Once 
more, Iuppole, that a Greed, was compoſed. of | 


—_—— 


— 2 


* 


tions of it, which are from thetice derived down to us, 
In one Word, the Imperfections of our preſent State are the 
Lot of human Nature: And it is every Man's Dut 
the beſt of his Condition, and i improve his own Talent, as 


bauch as he can, without eren Impoſſibilities 50 
| and 


to make 1 8 


1 
and expreſſed altogether in Scripture Language; 
---but that theſe Words and Phraſes were per- 
verted from the true and genuine Scripture- 
Meaning; which Circumſtance, you will allow 
at leaſt to be poſſible:-—ls the Creed a Whit 
the better, or the more Scriptural on 3 Ac- 


count? And muſt this Angel of Darkneſs be 


received by us as an Angel of Light, merely be- 


cauſe of his hypocritical Garb, and deceitful 


Appearance?! ? Surely, no: For the Doctrine 
is falſe, and the Senſe muſt be bad and impi- 


ous, tho' the Words and Phraſes Rad raced * 


a ming good, and pious Sound. 


1 you will * I 8 * 
« I have a Right to follow the Dictates of my 
on Judgment, without being controule_ 
« by any Man. And therefore, if you require 
« ſuch Terms of Communion from me, as you 


know I ought. not in Conſcience to comply 
«6 with, you are guilty of an Injury done to me-in 
particular, and you attempt to invade the 


| « general Rights of other Chriſtians : You fall 


« off from the great Proteſtant Principle of 


Liberty of Conſcience ; and you relapſe 


« into one of the very work, Stages of Popith 
8 Diſorders.” | 


Nur, but 0 Man! thou Att { iexcuſ@bis 
whoever thou art that judgeſt, for wherein 


D 2 PET. thou 
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thou judgeſt another, thou condemneſt thy- 
ſelf: For thou that judgeſt, doſt the ſame 
Thing. The Rights of private Judgement 
are no excluſive Property; they belong not to 
thee alone, but are the common Privileges of 
all Mankind. Therefore do not maintain thine 
own Right in ſuch a Manner, as ſhall be inju- 


rious to the Rights of other Men. Every Duty : 


| hath its proper Bounds and Limits: And it is 
_ impoſſible, that one fundamental Obligation 
n:! ²ĩ² w ˙˙ 


To make this important Caſe the plainer, 
let us have Recourſe to the firſt Principles of 
Society, and to the great Out- lines of Human 


Conduct. Suppoſe therefore, that the Britiſi be 


Iſſands were, what the Antients imagined | 
them to be, a World within themſelves; and 
that the Inhabitants were deſirous of forming 
themſelves into different religious Societies, 


according to their different Perſwaſions, and 


Modes of thinking: Let the given Number 
be about 10,000: * and Jet Half of theſe, 


I. 
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A captious Diſputant might here object, that this is 
ſuppoſing a Caſe, which hath never happened. I grant it: 
Nor was there ever a Time mentioned in Hiſtory, when 


Mankind actually aſſembled together in Order to form 


the original civil Compact between Prince and People. 
And yet every Friend to rational Liberty, and 1 


1 
viz. 5,000 be ſuppoſed to be ſo happy, as 
to agree in their private Judgements Hin 


to co-incide in the Senſe of thoſe Parts of 
Scripture, which treat of the capital Doctrines 
of Chriſtianity.---In Conſequence of this Coali- 


tion of Judgments, and Junction of Opinions, 
their Leaders, and thoſe in whom they repoſe 
moſt Confidence, form a Plan of Church- 


Government, fix on Articles of Belief, and 


Rules of Aflociation, and reduce theſe Agree- 
ments into Writing, by the Conſent, and with 


the Approbation of the reſt. Others, who do 
not approve the Terms of this Union, and 
think differently from the main Body, form 


ſmaller Societies on different Plans: And 
ſome few, perhaps, not ſatisfied with thoſe al- 


ready exiſting, will neither enter into ſuch 
| as are already formed, nor yet form new 


ones of their own, but chuſe to remain in a 


Writer on the Nature of a free and limited Government 
deduces all his Arguments from this very Principle of a 
ſocial Compact being entered into between the Governors, 
and Governed. - Juſt ſo, a Church, or religious Society, 
may be ſuppoſed to be formed: And whether the Indivi- 


duals originally met together to form this Aſſociation, and 


to build up one another in their holy Faith ;---or whether 
they were gradually converted by the Preaching of others, 


acquieſced in, and approved of that Form of Church Go- 
vernment, and thoſe Articles of Belief, Rules, and Litur- | 


gies, which they found ready to their Hands, cle . 
A is Juft * Jame. 
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Kind of Neutrality, and Independence, The 
Sect which is moſt numerous, and wealthy, viz. 
-the 5,000, can afford to give its Officers, and 
Miniſters larger Salaries, and better Appoint- 
ments, than the ſmaller Societies are able to do. 
This Circumſtance; becomes a Temptation to 
ſeveral, who do not in their Hearts approve of 


the Terms of .the Union, (and perhaps would 


rejoice at the Deſtruction of it) to wiſh never- 
theleſs to partake of its Emoluments. And 


therefore, ſome of theſe a& the Part of Hypo- 


rites, pretending . to conform outwardly, 455 


With inward Sentiments, and ſecret Deſires very 


averſe and hoſtile. - Others again, endeavour 
to perſwade the Members of this leading Society 
to alter their Plan, and to render it more con- 


; 2 to what they think to be juſt, and 5 
1 ight. The firſt of theſe, viz. the Hypocrites 


cannot be vindicated on any pretence whatever: 
And as to the ſecond Claſs, if they can ſue- 

.ceed.by Means of Perſwaſion, and if they can 
convert the Majority to their own Opinion all 
is well, and fair. But if not, what Right hath 


either Claſs to complain of this Aſſociation of 


the 5,000, as an Injury done to them, which, at 
the moſt is only the innocent Cauſe of a Misfor- 
tune attending their Caſe They, the Minority, 


ſurely act moſt unreaſonably in pouring forth 
any ſuch Complaints; becauſe the great Soct- 
; Ls muſt * at leaſt as s god a Right to the 


Exerciſe 


cis Right, the 5,000, ſhould diſpoſe only of 


aw * 


F & } 
Exerciſe of their own private Judgement, as the 
leſſer Society, or as a few ſcattered Individuals 
can have to theirs. And if in the Exerciſe of 


their own Property, according to the beſt of 
their Skill, and Judgement ;---why muſt they 
be cenſured? Nay, ought they not to have 


been greatly, and N cenſured, had . 
acted otherwiſe ? Src 


Lr now this Plea of Fa e Right econ 
: Judgement have its full Force: And then tell 


me, on which Side doth it conclude the ſtrongeſt? 


Surely no Man can heſitate: For the Queſtion 
anſwers itſelf, Nor is there, in my humble Opi- | 

nion, any Argument but one to be urged in 

Arxeſt of Judgement: And that is this, That 


in all Caſes whatever, where Conceſſions may 
I be made with a ſafe Conſcience, and without 


T: Danger, there the Majority ought to make 


them, for the Sake of removing a Stumbling- 
Block out of the Way of a weak Brother :--- 


And moreover to give a convincing Proof, 
that no Danger can attend the Alteration here 
« delired, viz. the aboliſning Articles and Sub- 
<« {criptions, the Caſe of the Church of Geneva 
"66 may be appealed to ;---A Church, which hath, 


for many Years paſt, removed all theſe Stum- 


 < bling-Blocks, and Rocks of Offence, without 
« 2 experienced any Inconvenience what- 


« * ever.” 


. 
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Non, in anſwer to this Argument, which 1 


know is thought to be unanſwerable by ſome 
Perſons, I ſhall beg Leave to obſerve, that the 
firſt Part of it is by no Means certain; that 
another Part of it is not fairly ſtated ;---and that 
| the laſt, viz, the Article of Geneva is not true. 


lx is by no. Means clear nd certain, that all 
N the Conceſſions now required, and according to 
the ſtrange Manner of requiring them, can be 
made without imminent Danger to the whole 
Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution: And to ſuppoſe the 
Contrary, 8s. to, des tie — inſtead * 


nnn 


Ton: a8 to d.the- ſecond: Pan, granting thas 
weak Brethren on your Side ought-to be grati- 
fied in theſe particular Caſes, where Conceſſions 
may. de /afely and innocently made: Vet ſurely 
alike Plea may be offered in Behalf of thoſe 
weak Brethren on our Side. (and many, very 
many. ſuch there are) who would tremble at the 
very Thoughts. of making Innovations, tho in 
Matters ever ſo flight, or ever ſo indifferent. 
And therefore, as there are weak Brethren on 


both Sides, what is to be done? -The Cauſe of 
Truth, I will allow, eſpecially of weighty and 

important Truths, ought to be preferred to any | 
* Conſideration. "wot where that i 15 not the 


_ Queſ- 


Ia] 


| Queſtion; and where the whole is ſuppoſed | 


to turn upon Matters of mere Complaiſance, 
and Condeſcenſion, on which Side ought we to 


| ſhew it?---Suppoſing us to be ſo unhappily ſi- 


tuated, as not to be able to pleaſe both. This 
is a Difficulty, which very frequently occurs in 


Practice: And I leave it to your own Skill and 
Judgement in Caſuiſtical Theology t to — a 


Solution. 


85 3 to the Caſe of the Church of Ge- 
neva : Without inſiſting on what Monſieur 
D' Alembert hath ſaid on this Article, --which, 
if true, would be itſelf an irrefragable Objec- 
tion againſt aboliſhing Subſcriptions, after the 


fatal Conſequences of ſuch a Precedent :---But 


waving that odious Topic, which, I am per- 
ſuaded, is very much exaggerated, if there be 


any Truth at all in it -I will take another 


Courſe ;---and when I have done, you are wel- 


come to make the moſt of ſuch an Example, 
if you can think it will be at all in your Favour. 


By Way therefore of Preliminary, I would 
| beg Leave to obſerve, that it doth not follow, 
that that Syſtem, which might comport well 


enough with the Circumſtances of the little 
State of Geneva, would be proper for fo large 


an Empire as the Britiſh, Small Societies have 


3 Ways 
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Ways and Means of keeping up Regularity and 
Order, and of enforcing Diſcipline, which are 
not practicable in greater Communities. Geneva 
itſelf furniſhes a ſtrong Inſtance of this kind; 
which I ſhall now mention. This Church hath 
indeed aboliſhed Subſcriptions, and Confeſſions 
of Faith in one Form, but ſhe ſtill retains them 
in another—— 


Fon firſt, when the Candidates apply for Or- 


ders, they undergo a very rigorous Examination 


before the Conſiſtory, that is, before the Pro- 
feſſors and Paſtors of the Republic. In which 
Examination two Points are more particularly 
inſiſted on, viz. Firſt, whether they, the Can - 
didates, will take the Holy Scriptures for their 
only Guide in Matters of Religion? And, 
ſecondly, Whether they underſtand theſe Scrip- 
tures in a ſound and falutary Senſe? That is, 
in ſuch a Senſe as the Profeſſors and Paſtors 
themſelves believe to be Orthodox and true. 
For if any Senſe whatever was to be admitted, 
provided the Candidates made a general Ac- 
Eknowledgment of the Truth and Sufficiency of 
the Scriptures, and of their Intentions of taking 


no other Guide, why then any other Exami- 


nation? And why all the Parade of ſuch a public 
Trial, which is at laſt to anſwer, - -No Purpoſe? 
Which therefore could neither recommend one 


Lan 


(853 
Candidate for his critical Skill and Learning, 


for his ſound Judgement, and orthodox Belief; 
nor yet could exclude another for his Ignorance, 
his Inſufficiency, his ſuperſtitious Conceits, his 
impious Heterodoxies, | or his enthuſiaſtic 
Rants. 


Tux next Step, which the Conſiſtory takes, 
is to examine the Candidates in Eccleſiaſtical 
Hiſtory. And the profeſſed Intent of this Ex- 


amination is, to give each Candidate an Oppor- 


tunity of diſtinguiſhing the true Faith from the 
the falſe, the Wheat from the Tares, and the 
ſound Doctrines of the Goſpel from the ſeve- 
ral Perverſions of it, by pointing out the Here- 
ſies, and Corruptions, which have ariſen in the 
Church from Time to Time. And that very 


able Divine, and excellent Profeſſor, the youn- 


ger Turretin, who was the principal Mover 


for the Abolition of Subſcriptions, was likewiſe 
the firſt to furniſh a Compendium of Eccle- 


ſiaſtical Hiſtory for this very Purpoſe: As he 


himſelf tells us in his Preface. | 


Nay more, after the Candidates have an- 


ſwered to the Satisfaction of the Profeſſors, and 


| Paſtors, both in Reſpect to the Scriptures, 
and Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, they are called to 
give a further Proof, both of their preſent Or- 
thodoxy, and of their Intentions in perſevering 
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in it. For when the Ordination-Charge is 
given, the Profeſſors, Paſtors, and Candidates, 


are aſſembled in the Town-Hall, which is like- 


wiſe crouded with other Auditors, and Specta- 
tors, as may be imagined, on that Occaſion. 
And then the Preſident for the Week interro- 
gates them concerning their Intentions, and the 
Plan of their future Conduct, with Regard 
both to Doctrines and Morals, Faith and 
Practice. And at the End of each Interro- 
gation, a ſolemn Pauſe being made, each Can- 
didate is required to expreſs his Approbation 
and Promiſe, by holding up his right Hand 
on high before this mixt Multitude. 45 


3 they have other Guards, and Cau- 


tions againſt falſe Doctrines, which extend to 
the future Conduct of their Clergy; for they 
hold weekly Conſiſtories, in which all Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Cauſes are heard, and determined in a 
ſpeedy and ſummary Manner. And there is 
ſomething in the Conſtitution of this little Re- 


public, which greatly facilitates the Detection 


of Heterodox Opinions, when any of their 
Preachers ſhall attempt to broach them. For 
tho their City is divided into Pariſhes, like 
ours, yet their parochial Miniſters have no 
more to do with the Sunday's public Duty of 
their reſpective Pariſhes than any other Cler- 


LT ach the e E ſettle the 
Liſt 


I 
Liſt of Preachers for the next Sunday, and he 


enſuing Week at theſe weekly Conſiſtories : 
Which Liſt being immediately printed off, and 
carried to each Houſholder throughout the 
Town, is hung up in ſome conſpicuous Place 
of the Houſe for all the Family to ſee. Con- 
ſiequently, if any Preacher ſhould labour under 
the Suſpicion of ſowing Tares with the Wheat, 
the whole City have at once their Eyes upon 
him. And as every Perſon has a Right to in- 


form againſt the DooMATIZER (for that is the 


Term by which he is to be firſt accuſed) at 
the next Conſiſtory-Day, the Matter will ſoon 
be brought to an Iſſue : And either an Acquit- 
tal, -a Recantation,---a Suſpenſion,--- or Ba- 
niſhment from the Territories of the Republic, 
by Means of the Aid of the civil Magiſtrate, 
will probably take Place in the Courſe of a few : 
: FORKS. 


ls this the new Plan, which you are fo deſi- 
rous of recommending inſtead of our own ?. 
And were all Articles, and Subſcriptions to be 
aboliſhed, what great Degree of Liberty would 
you gain, while ſo many Checks and Reſtraints 
on modern Free-thinking, and ſo many Guards 
and Cautions againſt propagating falſe Deine 
| were ſubſtituted i in their Place? 


%. 1 1 


E 

Bur further, if the Caſe, and Circumſtance 
of the Church of Geneva proves ſo little appli- 
cable to your Pretenſions, can you point out 
a ſingle Inſtance in their Favour? And do you 
know of any religious Congregation either at 
Home, or Abroad, and of any Denominatjon, 
where your Plan is practiſed to the full Extent 
of your Demand? Your Plan of the Rights of 
private Judgment, as far as I, and others, are 
able to underſtand it, is to the following Effect, 5 
vix. 75 To 


_ Tain every Perſon may commence a 
« Teacher, and Inſtructor of others, however 
ignorant or unqualified, however wild or he- 


| « terodox in his Notions, provided he will 


« but acknowledge the Truth, and Suffi- 
< ciency of the Scriptures, and declare, that 
« he intends to make them the ſole Guide of 
« his Study and Labours in the Miniſterial 
« Function: And conſequently, that every 
* Individual, after having given this Aſſurance, 
« and this only, ſhall be at full Liberty to in- 
« terpret the Scriptures to his Audience in what 
Manner, and to preach what Doctrines ſoever 
c he ſhall think beſt, without incurring any ju- 
ce Jjcial Cenſure, or Reprimand from his Superi- 
44 ors, his Equals, or his Audience;---And that if 
«© he ſhall perſiſt in propagating ſuch Opinions, 
6  avgither his 1 his Equals, or his Au- 
N dience 


A 


6 


1 


« dience ſhall judge to be dangerous, and con- 


« trary to the Truth, as it is in Jeſus, he is 
„ nevertheleſs to be continued in his Office 
of a public Teacher, without Moleſtation, 


KA 


«© or Controul. NY 


Tais, I > appears to us to be your pre- 
ſent Plan: And *till you ſhall have ſhewn the 


contrary that is, *till you ſhall have given 


us thoſe Reſtrictions, and Limitations, which 
are to be incorporated with it ;---till you ſhall = 
have ſhewn what Examinations your Candi- 


dates are to paſs thro! at firſt ;---and what Re- 
ſtraints are to be laid upon them afterwards ;--- 
and laſtly, *till you ſhall have enumerated ſome 


of thoſe Hereſies, and falſe Doctrines, which 
you yourſelf will declare to be not admiſſible into 
your new-intended Church, we muſt conclude, 


that we have underſtood you rightly ;---and that 
we have not, either thro' Ignorance, or Deſign 
: e your real * 


Tunis therefore being the Caſe, 1 RE now 


aſk, where, and in what Congregation doth this 


** 


— 


— — — 


'* The Author ads n 


the Terms Moleftation, or Controul ;---and therefore refers 


himſelf to his Poſtſcript for an Explanation. The real 


Doctrine, and fradiica Conſequences in both Caſes amount 
to the ſame, 
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3 
unbounded Latitude of interpreting che Scrip- 
tures actually take Place? And will you, for 
Example, make the firſt Experiment among a 
Congregation of Quakers ;---who muſt be allow- 
ed to be as comprehenſive as any. Will you 
therefore inſiſt on the Uſe and Importance of 
the two Sacraments in their Meeting, or Place 
of ' Worſhip ? This ſurely you might do with a 
ſincere Conſcience: And au might quote 
Texts of Scripture, not a few, in Confirma-. 
tion of it. But were you to make this the con- 
ſtant Topic of your Diſcourſe ; can you think 
that the Audience would expreſs an equal Ap- 
probation of this Doctrine of yours, as of their 
own? Nay, can you yourſelf imagine, but that 
they would take ſome Courſe, ſooner, or later 
to reſtrain you from Preaching at all among 
them? Doubtleſs they would. Nor are they 
to be blamed, while they continue to be of the 
Perſuaſion of Quakers, for acting according to 
their own Lights, and Conſciences. For it is as 
much their Duty to make Uſe of their own 
Judgments, as it is for you to make Uſe of 
yours. — 
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"A to come {till cloſer to what may be 

85 your own Caſe . ſuppoſe your own Curate to be 
perverted to the Corruptions of the Church of 

Rome, will you grant him the Uſe. of your 
Pulpit as „ as before! ? Anſwer this Queſ- 
tion 
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1 MY 
tion on the Principles of a ſound and zealous 
Chriſtian, and a conſiſtent Proteſtant. Your 
Anſwer would undoubtedly be, N O.---But 
permit me to aſk, why not? For your perverted 
Curate will readily comply with every Condi- 
tion, that you ſhall, or can, conſiſtently with 
your own Principles, be able to require of him. 
He will, for Example, ſolemnly, and, for any 
Thing you can know to the contrary, moſt 
ſincerely declare, © That he will teach nothing 
as eſſential to Salvation, but what ſhall ap- 
© pear to him to be either expreſsly aſſerted, 
or to be plainly, fully, and ſtrongly implied 
in the Goſpel of Chrift,” And when you 
ſhall charge him with rejecting the Authority of 
Scripture, and with ſetting up oral Tradition, 
and the Authority of the Church either in Op- 
| poſition, or in Preference to it, he will tell you 
that this is a groſs Falſhood, and a bare-faced 
Calumny invented by the Proteſtants to blacken 
the Catholicks. And he will refer you to the 
'* Remonſtrance of the whole Body of the 


„ La Plainte de VAſſemblee generale du Clerge de 
= France contre les ' Calumnies, Injures, et Fayſetes, que 
les pretendus Reformees ont repandues, et repandent 
« tous les jours dans leur Livres, et dans leur Preches 

„ contre la Doctrine de VEgliſe,” And among many 
other Heads of (ſuppoſed) falſe Accuſations, they particv= 
larly mention the following, . Que nous (le Clerge) 
« preferons les traditions a 1a Saints Ecniture gue oy 


1 42 
Clergy of France, made in the Year 168 5 in 
Proof of cha Aſſertion. 


55 On if you were to change your Attack, and 
ſay, that the Reaſon why you cannot admit him 
to preach any longer in your Pulpit is, becauſe 
he ſets up another Legiſlator in the Chriſtian 
Church, viz. the Pope, beſides the only true 
one, Jeſus Chriſt the Righteous :---He will deny 
this Charge alſo, and defy you to prove it. He 
will ſay in regard to the Pope, that he abſolutely 


denies his temporal Power; (and ſo doth the 


whole Gallican Church in their four famous 
| Propoſitions. of 1684) and that, in reſpect 
to his Spiritual Offices, he admits him to be a 
Legiſlator and Judge, in no other Senſe, than 
as Chriſt's Vicar and Deputy, acting by expreſs 
_ Commiſſion received from him, and recorded in 
the Goſpel in thoſe emphatical Words, Fzzp 
MY SHEEP :- That therefore, in reverencing the 


Deputy, whilſt ating agreeably to the Powers of 


His Commiſſion, he is ſo far from rejecting the 


Authority of the Principal, that he thereby the 


more ſolemnly recognizes it. Now tho you might 


— * 


leur donnons plus YAuthorits, et qu elle n n'a d Aucho- 
«« rite que par elle.“ I] find, that this Remonſtrance of the 
Gallican Church was tranſlated into Engliſh from a Latin 
Copy, and publiſhed here in England a few Months after 
it had made its # Apprarance i in F. raus. 


calily 
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eaſily have confuted this Interpretation of Scrip- 


ture, had you proceeded on another Plan, yet 


you are precluded from doing it upon your 


own. For, right or wrong, if you cannot con - 


vince him of his Error, what elſe can you do ? 


Will you deprive him of his Office on that ac- ̃ 
count? If you act in that Manner, you contra- 
dict your own Principles, and deny him the 
Right of private Judgement.---But if you will 
continue him in it, you are certainly a bad Shep- _ 
herd in knowingly and wilfully permitting the 8 

1 5 Wolf to devour the Flock of Chriſt. 0 8 


'LasrLy, Were you to have Bs to another 
Argument for refuſing him: That is, were you to 
alledge, that the Reaſon why you cannot tolerate 


Popery is, becauſe Popery is an intolerant Re- 


ligion, and will not tolerate you :---And that 
what you do in this Reſpect, is merely through a 


Principle of Self-preſervation :---He will then 


reply, that you ought at leaſt to permit him to 
preach ſuch Doctrines in your Pulpit, as have no 
 Tendency to, and no Connection with, a Spirit 

of Perſecution :---And then he will urge that 

Franſubſtantiation itſelf is of this Kind ;---a Doc- 

trine which might ſtand by itſelf, unconnected 
with, and independant of, any other Part of 
| Popery ;---a Doctrine, which he doth not believe 
in Virtue of the Pope's Command, or the De- 

crees of the Church, but in Conſequence of 2 
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ſole Authority of Scripture, Tunis 13 my Bop. 


And a Doctrine, in ſhort, which is embraced 
at this Day by thoſe very Churches, which 
diſclaim the Juriſdiction of the Pope; the 
Churches of Greece and Ruſſia. Nay more, he 


may further add, that the Doctrine of Conſub- 


ſtantiation is the Doctrine of a Proteſtant Church, 
the very firſt in Point of Time, and the largeſt 
in reſpect to Extent of Country, viz. the Lu- 
theran, which comprehends many Provinces in 
Germany, and all Denmark, and Sweden. And 
he might cloſe the whole with obſerving, That 


the Difference between Conſubſtantiation and 


Tranſubſtantiation is ſo very imperceptible, either 
as to Senſe, or Reaſon, that he who maintains the 
one, might well be indulged to ſubſtitute the 
other. Now, Sir, how you will proceed further, 
or what other Methods you will take to ſilence 
this peryerſe Diſputant, is your Concern to re- 
flect upon. But evident it is, that you have fur- 
niſhed him with unanſwerable Arguments a- 
gainſt yourſelf :---I mean, unanſwerable on your 
Me Hr not on mine. 


Pana in fact, turn to which Side you 


_ pleaſe, either to that which you think to be 
the moſt favourable to your all-comprehenſive 
Scheme of private Judgement :---Or, to that 
which is the moſt unfavourable,---numberleſs 
and unſurmountable Difficulties muſt for ever | 
attend your Plan. 5 Bor 


(a7 


Bur what is ſtill worſe, were you to diſſolve 
all the Bands of religious Societies this Mo- 
- ment,---the ſame Unions, and Coalitions, the 
fame Combinations, and Aſſociations, or near- 
ly the ſame, would ſoon be formed again. Arians 

' would unite with Arians in Preference to others; 

and Trinitarians with Trinitarians : | Calvinifts : 

would exclude Arminians from their Pulpits, as 

far as they could (and indeed much farther than 
they are able to do at preſent) and the Arminians 
would return the Compliment to the Calviniſts: | 
So that the Theological War would preſently 
be kindled afreſh, and blaze forth with more 
F 'ury than ever. 


 Inpezn you may fondly imagine, that were all 
Encloſures to be thrown down, and every 
Boundary removed: and more eſpecially were 
| ſome kind Set of modern Patriots to deſtroy 
the preſent Church-Eſtabliſhments, and to 

ſeize its Revenues to their own Uſe ;---then all 

_ Controverſies would ceaſe of courſe, becauſe 

the Temptations to Wrangling and Diſpute 

would be taken away. But be aſſured, that 


the quite contrary Event would follow : For 
in ſuch a Situation (as the World never was, 


and never will be without a Religion, and Reli- 
gion of ſome Sort or other) every Sect, more 
r every Leader of a Sect would ſtruggle 
F 3 hard 
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1 46 } 
hard to get uppermoſt ; becauſe not only Am- 
bition, and Vain-Glory, but alſo Self-Intereſt, 


and Self-Preſervation would teach them this 
Leſſon. Their very Subſiſtance, as well as 
the Deſire of Importance, would excite them to 
encreaſe the Numbers, and enflame the Zeal 


of their own Party, and to depreſs the Adver- 


fary. And when all the Sects are thus ſtrug- 
giling together for Glory, for Conqueſt, and 

even for Life itſelf; one muſt at laſt prevail. 

And which, do you think is that, which is the 

| likelieſt to prove victorious ?---Not that Se, 

or Set of Preachers, who would recommend a 

Wiſdom deſcending from above, pure and 


peaceable, gentle, and eaſy to be entreated, 
full of Mercy and of good Works, without Par- 


tiality, and without Hypocriſy : Surely not the 
Teachers of Doctrines of ſuch a Tendency as 

: theſe ; and 1 in an Ape, and Country, Os ien | 
tious, and profligate as ours,---eſpecially as they 


are deſtitute of the Power of working Miracles 


to prove a divine Commiſſion :---But Men of a 
very different Stamp,---a Set of bold and daring 
Declaimers, a Set of Eccleſiaſtical Fire- brands, 
---who being half Enthuſiaſts, and half Knaves 
themſelves, could the more eafily impoſe on 
the Credulity, and work up the Knavery of 
others ;---and who being poſſeſſed of the Gifts of 
popular Oratory,---and by chiming in with the 
Paſſions, the Prejudices, and even the Vices of the 


Sach 


17 J 
giddy Multitude, could enflame them into Fury, 
and inſpire them with an Enthuſiaſm, border- 
ing upon Madneſs. Theſe, theſe are the 
Men, who would neceſſarily prevail in ſuch a 
Situation. And having once got the Aſcen- 
dency, it cannot be imagined, that they would 
be in Haſte to relinquiſh this Poſt of Prehemi- 
nence. Indeed their Self- preſervation, had 
they no other Motive, would oblige them both 
to continue, and to ſtrengthen themſelves in 
it; for they never could be ſafe, *till they 


| had cruſhed their Enemies, and laid them ſo 


low, as to render them incapable of future 
Oppoſition. —And therefore the Inference from 
the whole is this, that Anarchy in the Church 
is of the ſame Nature, and has the ſame Ten- 
dency, as Anarchy in the State. They both 
neceſſarily. tend to pate Power And there 
they terminate. 


—_ 'Wunnn, AS a allays Loa and . 
or ſtops the Career of Envy, Jealouſy, and 
KRancour, ſo much as giving one Church a na- 
tional Preference without perſecuting the reſt. 
And then, if this leading and national Church 
ſhould have any very groſs and fundamental Errors 
belonging to it, it would in Time reform itſelf. 
This, Ithink, would unavoidably happen; be- 
cauſe where Errors are ſo very palpable and ab- 
ſurd, — and here the national Church would de 


conti- 8 


TW 1 
continually put in Mind of them, by the Up- 
Braidings and Triumphs of the other Sects, who 
would not fail to make his Uſe of their Liberty; 
hat elſe could enſue, but either its own De- 
ſtruction, or Reformation? In ſhort, it muſt 
either reform, or be deſerted: And a deſerted 
national Church would ſoon become a Non- 
Entity; for in ſuch a Situation, its late nume- 
rous Friends, more eſpecially among the Laity, 
having become its bittereſt Enemies, (and Pro- 
ſelytes are always the moſt bitter) it could have 
no freſh Support, no Aſſiſtance, no Protection, 
no Credit, no new Alliances, no Converts ! Add 
to all this, that its own rich Revenues would 
be a tempting Morſel to haſten its Downfall ;--- 
as was actually the Caſe here in England, Scot- 
land, Germany, &c. &c. at the Time of the Re- 
formation: So that it would become an ey | 
Prey to the Invaders; and fall unpitied. 


| Now to ſtrengthen this Argument, let us but 
ſuppoſe the Governments of Spain and 1taly to 
tolerate the Proteſtant (or, if you rather pleaſe 
to ſay, to eftabliſh the Proteſtant) Religion to as 
great a Degree, as the Diſſenters are tolerated, 
or * ęſtabliſted here in England: And that thieves 
was likewiſe a eng 1 <_teÞ of Liberty 


— 


c Fee Dx, l again Judge Blackſon 5 
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F 
granted to the Preſs ;---what Conſequences 
would follow from this two-fold Indulgence ?--- 
And how would theſe corrupt national Churches 
be affected by ſuch a Plan ?---Surely we need 
not heſitate long for an Anſwer to this Queſtion ?_ 
For moſt undoubtedly either the national 


Churches of theſe States would agree upon a 


Reformation among themſelves; or ſuch Num- 
bers would daily deſert from them, ſuch for- 
midable Enemies would ariſe on every Side, 
and ſuch Flaws and Cracks would be daily diſ- 
covered in the old rotten Fabric, that when its 
Props, and Pillars, and Buttreſſes were taken 
away, it would fall to Pieces of itſelf. So that 
either Way, the Scene muſt neceſſarily be 
changed: And the greater Light would una- 
voidably chace away the groſſer Darkneſs. : 
Nay, this is viſibly the Caſe in ſome Degree in 
France at this Time; for as the Proteſtants in 
that Kingdom are a good deal conxi ved at, tho 
not legally tolerated; and as the Affair of the 
Preſs is not under the Reſtraints of an Inquiſi- 
tion; - the Conſequence 1s, that the Gallican 
Church rejects many Points, which are ri- 
gorouſly obſerved in Spain and Italy. And a 
Perſon, who might paſs for a ſound Catholic in 
France, (as hath been often remarked) would be 
accounted no better than an Heretic 1 in | either of 


8 thoſe Countries, 


F 
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Bor when I ſpeak of this Self-reformation 
taking Place in a national Church, where Li- 
berty of Conſcience is granted to other Perſua- 
fions, and where likewiſe the Preſs is not under 
the Reſtraints of an Inquiſition, or of an Inpri- 
matur, I mean only, as I ſaid before, a Refor- 
mation from groſs, palpable, and fundamen- 
tal Errors. For as to ſmaller Matters, ſuch as 
common Inaccuracies, little Defe&s, trifling 
| Redundancies, or petty Incongruities I 
cannot ſee, that the national Church muſt be 
perpetually engaged in the Work of reforming, 
and refining, till every Perſon is agreed, that 
ſhe can reform and refine no longer. And 


ſure I am, that were we to apply the ſame Train 


of Reaſoning to any other Inſtitution, Civil, Mi- 
litary, Political, Literary, or Commercial, or 
to any other Affair whatever, carried on by Men, 
and not by Angels, there is not a Perſon living, 
who would ſcruple to concur in this Opinion. 
In ſhort, non ego paucis offendar maculis is a 
good Rule in all Caſes: And after all the Pre- 
tenſions to Perfection, which viſionary The- 

oriſts are apt to make, this is the only Rule 
that can be reduced to Practice. 7 


1 might now ſafely truſt this Part of my Ar- 
gument with every intelligent, and candid 
Renger there not yet per a Neceſſity 


of 
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of ſaying a Word, or two concerning the Terms 
of Chriſtian Communion, For here alas! as in 
other Caſes, it is a Misfortune, that the 
Words are ſo ambiguous in themſelves, as to be 
very liable to be miſunderſtood,---being capa- 
ble of a very extenſive, or a very confined 
Signification, according to the Nature of the 
E Caſe, to which they are :« :opxet 


Ir, for Example, by the Terms of Chriſtian 
| Comminmion is to be underſtood the Condition 
or Stipulation, agreeably to which one Society 


of Chriſtians ought to acknowledge another to 


be Chriſtians likewiſe; then it is certain, that 
no Society whatever ought to unchriſtian ano- 
ther, or declare it to be without the Pale of the 
Church, provided it retains the common Faith 
of Chriſt;---tho' it ſhould differ from other 
Churches in a thouſand leſſer Matters. And 
it is upon this Catholic Principle, that the 
Church of England not only embraces as Fellow- 
Chriſtians, her diſſenting Brethren at Home, 
and in the Colonies, the Church of Scotland, 
and alſo the Proteſtant Churches Abroad, but 
alſo allows the Churches of Greece, Ruſſia, and 
Armenia, and even the Church of Rome to be 


Parts and Members of the Univerſal, or Catho- 


lic Church of Chriſt. Indeed ſhe looks upon the 
latter to be very corrupt: But neverthelcts there 
ts a wide Diffgrence between a Corrupt-Church, 
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and No- Church. And the greateſt Zealots 
among the Proteſtants that ever were, never 
yet propoſed, as far as I can recollect, the bap- 
tizing of Converts made from the Church of 
Rome: Which yet they muſt have propoſed, 
had they dee med the Papiſts to be nc Chriſtians. 


Bur Secondly, if by T erms of Communion are 


to be underſtood the Terms or Rules of certain 
local Aſſociations made for the better Celebra- 
tion of Divine Worſhip, the Place, the Time, 
or Hour, and other Circumſtances attending it, 
the different Liturgies, or Forms of Prayer, 
---the various Rites, and Ceremonies required, 
and enjoined at various Times, and in different 
Countries,---the peculiar Modes of Church- 
Diſcipline, and alſo the Terms required, or 


the Teſts enjoined for guarding againſt falſe 


Doctrines, ſuppoſed to be in Danger of ſpread- 
ing in particular Places, and at particular Junc- 
tures :---I ſay, if theſe be the Things ſignified 
and intended by the Phraſe, Terms of Commu- 
nicalion; then it is manifeſt, that not anly inde- 
pendent States and Kingdoms, but alſo almoſt 
every ſeparate Congregation may have ſome 
certain Terms of Communion peculiar to itſelf. 
And in that Caſe, as the Apoſtolical Rule is f 
only general, 55 Let every Thing be done 
decently, and in Order, every independent 
Society, greats or mall, muſt make a particular 


Applica- 


1 23 J 


Application of 1 It to its Own Caſe, and Circum- 
ſtances. 


Bur what are Individuals to do in the mean 
Time? Are they to conform to the Terms of 
Communion agreed upon, or acquieſced in by the 
Majority, —- ſuppoſing they can comply with a 


ſafe Conſcience? Or muſt the Majority conform 


to them? This, one would think, could not 
be made a ſerious Queſtion of. And yet it is 
the very Point which hath agitated the Chriſtian 
World in every Age and Country: Nay, it is 
the ſole Foundation of the preſent Controverſy. 
For the Majority have ſettled, or at leaſt have 

acquieſced in the Settling of one Thing; and 
the Minority petition for another. The preſent 

Majority are many Millions of Souls; the 

Minority are ſo ſmall a Number, that they 
themſelves are aſhamed to tell how many. And 
yet this very ſmall Number are labouring hard 
to have the Terms of the National Aſocialion 
altered in their Favour: And if the great Ma- 
jority will not conſent, no Epithets are too bad 
for ſuch wicked Men! Now this is an odd 


EKkKRind of Struggle. And a Stranger to the com- 
plwGKkhining Genius of the Engliſh could 1 imagine no 


leſs, from the doleful Complaints every Day 
uttered, but that theſe few unhappy Perſons 
| had either ſuffered all the Cruelties of a bloody 
 Inquifiticn, or were now in the utmoſt Danger 
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of loſing their Lives, at leaſt their Liberties, 
and Properties by this perſecuting Majority. 

Great then would be his Surprize, when he ſhould 
| be informed how the Caſe actually ſtood. 


« Sr Doth this Majority, of which . 


4 10 * you ſo heavily complain, inflift any corporal 
* Puniſhment, or levy any Fines or Penalties on 
you for not complying with their Terms of 
Aſlociation? No. Doth it refuſe to acknow- 

_ < ledge you to be their Chriſtian Brethren at 
„ large, ſuppoſing you ſhould ſeparate from 
« them, and erect ſome new Aſſociation of your 
* own? No, it doth not. Doth it then deny | 
you the Right and Privilege of Separation, 


& 


by compelling you to continue Members of 


their Society, contrary to your own Judg- 


« ments? No, we have not that Objection to 


e mate: On the contrary, the Majority would not 


* 


c 


be diſpleaſed, were we to ſeparate entirely from 


* them: Which for certain Reaſons of our own. 
de 40 not chuſe to do. What then do you 


% complain of? The Ground of our Complaint is | 


« this, that the great Majority have a large na- 
* tional Fund for the Payment of the Salaries of 
« their Church Officers, and for other Uſes, which 
© we wiſh to enjoy, without complying with the 


« Terms they require. Well, Gentlemen, I have 


but one Queſtion more to aſk, and I have 


« done: Is this national F und, which you 
men- 


11 


« mention, their Property? Or is it yours? 


« Je cannot but own, That the national Fund 


© muſt be the Property of the national Majority: 


« Nevertheleſs we wiſh to be releaſed from the 
« Terms they require, and yet to be as much Sharers 
« in, and Partakers of the Emoluments, as if we 
4 had complied: And therefore we petition. — : 
Now, Gentlemen, I clearly underſtand, what 
you mean by complaining, that you are denied 
the Rights of private Judgment — And 1 


60 « ſhall fay no more.” 


- STRANGE as this Cents may ap- 
| pear, it is literally the Caſe; with this further 
Aggravation, That were the Complainers to 
erect a new Aſſociation, and were they to en- 


dow it ever fo liberally,---the Majority (that is 


the Church of England) would not interfere 
with them in any Part of its Government, or 
in the Diſpoſal of any of its Revenues. And 
therefore, after all the loud Clamours, which 


have been raiſed againſt impoſing thoſe Terms of 
Communion, which Chriſt and his Apoſtles did 


not impoſe ;---the Matter at laſt proves to be no 
more than this, viz. That the preſent national 
Church of England, as an independent Society, 
thinks herſelf inveſted with a Right of judging 
for herſelf, as to the Terms and Conditions, on 


which ſhe-ſhall form, or continue her own Aſſo. 


ciation; allowing at the ſame Time, that all 
other Communities, whether at Home or 


Abroad, 


j CC CoocccCcCccccs 


E 
Abroad, have the ſame Right: Nay, granting 
alſo, that even private Chriſtians, if they find 
themſelves obliged to renounce their former re- 
ligious Connections, hr a Principle of Con- 
ſcience, may, and ought to act upon the ſame 
Plan of Chriſtian Liberty. Now ſurely this is 
not the Language of Tyranny and Perſecution--- 
or if it be; if this, Sir, is to be called Popery, 
and Church-Bondage, tell me plainly and inge- 
nuouſly, What is Proteſtantiſm ! What is 
Freedom! „ 


Howzvzs, I will allow, that you have your 
principal Attack yet to make; and that, like 
a ſkilful General, you reſerve your choiceſt 

Troops "till the laſt, in order to make one grand 

Effort, after every other hath miſcarried. You 

therefore aſk me, with an aſſumed Air of certain 

Victory, „Are there no conſiderable Faults in 

< the preſent Conſtitution of the Church of 

„England? Is it ſo perfect already in all its 

Parts as to admit of no Improvement ? And 
vill you, indeed dare you maintain, That 

nothing can be altered for the better? No 
* Part be retrenched, reformed, or amended.” | 


To all whack I muſt beg Leave to anſwer by 
a like Demand; Is every goodly and mag- 
nificent Fabric to be pulled down, and laid level 
with the Ground, merely becauſe it may happen 
75 OY 
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to have one, two, or three Rooms not ſo well 
proportioned, or fo juſtly contrived as they 


might have been? And are we to ſet about de- 
moliſhing the preſent venerable Structure, even 


before we know, what Kind of Building, or whe- 
ther any Building is to be erected in its Place? 


The Scheme of your Petition to Parliament, 
as far as you have hitherto been pleaſed to un- 
fold it, mentions no Plan, or Model whatever. 
And your general Principles, if you intend to 
_ adhere to them, cannot admit of a permanent 
Eſtabliſhment of any Sort; becauſe the build- 


ing of any Thing up, inſtead of that which is 
to be pulled down, is, according to your Doc- 


trine, the diveſting Chriſtians of that Liberty, 

 wherewith Chriſt has made them free. This is 
really furprizing! Indeed it is alarming ! For 
the Members of the national Church will hardly 

be perſuaded (and they too have private Judg- 
ments as well as you) therefore they will hardly 
be perſuaded, but that they have a Right to 
| know what kind of Edifice you propoſe to rear 
up for them, if any at all, before you can, with 
| Decency, aſk their Conſent to pull down the 
' preſent. Produce therefore your own Plan, or 


Model; give us a Specimen of a new Creed, a 


new Confeſſion, a new Liturgy, and of new 
Canons or Rules of Diſcipline, if you have any 
to produce; and after that, as you have freely, 


f and ſeverely exerciſed your private Judgement 


H upon 
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upon ours, we ought to be allowed equal Li- 
berty to ſcrutinize the Contents of yours. And 


then indeed, if, after a cool and deliberate Exa- 


mination, it ſhall appear, that your Plan is well 


calculated to remove the preſent Blemiſhes and 


: Miſtakes, without introducing others, this will 
* very great and 8 Recommendation of Þ | 


1 the mean Time, 1 muſt obſerve, that as to 


: the Faults, which may truly and juſtly be found 

in the preſent Doctrinal Syſtem of the Church of 
England, they are not many, nor are they of 

great Importance. At the Time of the Refor- 
mation, neither the Romaniſts, nor the Proteſ- 

tants underſtood the true Nature of religious 
Merit : And therefore the Papiſt reaſoned dan- 
4 Freun, and the Proteſtant weakly about it. 
In the next Place, tho the Proteſtants truly un- 
derſtood the general Grounds of our Juſtifica- 
tion before God, yet they expreſſed themſelves : 
ſo unhappily, and ſo incautiouſly, as to give 
ſome Advantage to their Adverſaries. Honeſt 


Caſſander, in his Letter to the Emperors Ferdinand 
and Maximilian, takes Notice of this Inaccuracy of 
Expreſſion in the Proteſtants, and corrects the 
_ Miſtake :---As likewiſe doth, in ſome Degree, our 
Second Howdy, on Salvation at the Cloſe of it“. 


» All theſe Palnts's may 3 appear at ful Len th 
zin a ſet Treatiſe: The Materials of WISER the Author | as 
had we him theſe many Years, Be Ad 

More: 
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Moreover the Deference paid to Bucer and Peter 
Martyr (who came over to England inſtead of 


I fay, the Deference paid to theſe learned Fo- 


reigners has occaſioned ſome Kind of Inconſiſ- 


tency between the 17th Article, and the whole 


Body of the Common Prayer, together with the 


firſt Book of Homilies then extant. This 17th Ar- 


ticle was probably formed at the Requeſt of 


_ theſe two Profeſſors, who were certainly Pre- 
deſtinarians; and whoſe Doctrines were there- 


fore ſtigmatized by the Romaniſts with mak- 


ing God the Author of Sin, and that omnia fato 


eri. But Cranmer, Ridley, Latimer, and 


Hooper, were not Predeſtinarians, as far as any 
Evidence poſitive, or negative can be traced 


concerning them: Nor were the Predeſtinarian 
| Conſequences objected by the ® Papiſts to their 
ee © 27 _l 4- 2 31" og 
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have here expreſſed myſelf incautiouſly. For this Pa- 


ragraph has led ſome worthy Perſons to conclude, that I 
meant to inſinuate, That at the Breaking forth of the Re- 
formation, the Church of Rome was wholly, or at leaſt for 


the moſt Part, Anti-calviniſtical with reſpect to the Predeſ- 
tinarian Doctrines. Whereas I intended no ſuch Inſinuation. 
And if my Words ſeemed to imply it; I retract them. My 


Opinion of the Matter is briefly this, That at the Time juſt 
| B the Reformation, the Church of Name held the 


octrine of abſolute Decrees in the Senſe of St. Augu/tin, 
Peter Lombard, Thomas Acquinas, Duns Scotus, and of the 
Schoolmen almoſt univerſally : But that when Luther, Cal. 


vin, Zanchius, Peter Martyr, Bucer, and others, came to 


expreſs the ſame Doctrine in harth Terms, without 2 


 Melantthon, a Synergiſt and Anti-Predeſtinarian, 
the Perſon ſent for, but who could not come.) 
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Opinions at their reſpective Condemnations. 
Therefore, it is moſt probable that they were 
the Perſons, eſpecially raumer and Ridley, who 

not only inſerted the 16th Article in Conformity 
to the Homily on falling from God, and in Oppoſi- 
tion to the 17th,---but alſo prevented the wording 
of this 17th Article ſo ſtrongly, as it eaſily might 
have been; nay, ho proceeded fo far as to annex 
a a Clauſe to the Body of the Article, to invali- 
date, as it were, the preceding Part: So that, 

gala according to its preſent Form, and taking both 
Parts together, this 17th Article really concludes 


Management, or Diſguiſe, the Church of Rome recoiled at 
her on Tenets. And the Champions in her Cauſe did then, 
what many a Calviniſt would do now, eſpecially in the Heat 
of Controverſy ; that is, they charged their Adverſaries with 
all the horrid Conſequences, which reſult from this Doctrine, 
when crudely expreſſed, and inaccurately.defined. Luther's 
Notions of the irreſiſtible Decrees, which he afterwards 
publiſhed in his Book die ſervo arbitrio, ſhocked both Parties, 
and cauſed a Kind of Revolution on all Sides. The Papiſts 
raiſed an Outer) agginſ their own Doctrine, when expreſſed 
in ſo N anner: And the Saxon Divines, with 
Melancthon at their Head, fil H withdrew themſelves from: 
their Maſter Luther in this Point, und {truck out, or rather” 
adopted another Syſtem, wiz. The Synergiſtical. On this 
Syſtem of the Co-operation of Grace and Free-Will, the 
Auguſtan Confeſſion is wholly built; as are alſo all the 
later Tracts of Melanct hon relating to Grace and Juſtification... 
Now, it is obſervable, that in this famous Confeſſion deli - 


vered to the Emperor Charles V. Anno 1530, there is no 
more Mention made of abſolute Predeſtination, than if ſuch 
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a2 Doctrine had never been broached. And as the Auguſtan 

Confeſſion was the very Mother of, and the Model for, the 

Proteſtant Church of England in the Reign of Edward the 

Sixth, it is equally able, That in the firſt * of 
” MM OT WO Wor OY Ho- 


TH TAIT. 
neither the one Way, nor the other; excepting, 


that it ſtrongly ſuppoſes the Preſcience and Provi- 


dence of God, which both Calviniſts and Armi- 
nians concur in maintaining. There is likewiſe 


And a like Miſtake of the Name of an Homily 


mentioned in another: And there are ſome 
other Marks of Hurry and Precipitation. As to 
the Athanaſian Creed, it is really ſuperfluous in 
our preſent Service; becauſe the very ſame 
Doctrine is as ſtrongly, tho? not ſo ſcholaſtically 
maintained in the Nicene Creed, the Litany, and 


"I OO n K n LI * : 


— 
— 


= Homilies, and the Book of Common Prayer, (which were 5 
both compiled before the Articles, and before the comin 
in of Bucer and Peter Marmi) there is the ſame eee : 


Silence about ablulute Predeſtination, as there was in the 


Confeſſion of ry fourg. In ſhort, had Bucer and Peter 


Martyr never ſet Foot in England, it is moſt probable that 


the 17th Article had never appeared as a Part of the Engli/þ 


Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution. This I thought neceſſary to ſay for 
the Sake of ſatisfying ſome Friends of acute Diſcernment ; 


and particularly for clearing up a Point to a learned and 


Judicious Obferver, with whoſe anonymous Letter, addreſſed 


to Mr, Becket, Bookſeller, in the Strand, and dated 
March 14, 1772, I have been favoured. It ſeems by the 
Turn of the Stile, that I was formerly well acquainted 


with this Gentleman: For he ſays, © The Dean has long 
% known my Sentiments, and I his. We differ in ſome 
„Things; but agree, that the National Eſta. .liſhment is 


« worthy of being improved, but not defiroyed.” I am 


truly unhappy, that I cannot recolle& who this worthy and 


learned Perſon is; and therefore intreat it of him as a parti- 
_ cular Favour, to honour me with a direct and perſonal Cor- 


xeſpondence ; having ſome Papers of Conſequence, which I 


wiſh to ſubmit to his Inſpection, before they are preſented to 


a Miſtake in the Title of one of the Articles: 


H3 in 


1 
* 
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in many other Parts of our public Offices: : 


And as the damnatory Clauſes are ſeldom right- 


ly underſtood, and therefore too liable to give 
Offence, it were to be wiſhed that the whole 


was omitted. Indeed there is another weighty 


| Reaton for leaving this Creed out of our preſent 


Forms of public Worſhip, which, as it is per- 


fectly ſound and orthodox, ought to be diſtinctly 
mentioned. The Reaſon I mean is this; one 
principal Part of the Controverſy, which gave 
Birth to the Athanaſian Creed, is now generally 
and very happily forgot, viz. the Errors of Sa- 
bellius ;---there being few at, this Day that ever 
heard of his Name, we fewer ſtill, who have a 
clear Conception of his ſingular Notions and 
Opinions. And yet the Creed itſelf can never 
be properly underſtood, *till theſe Tenets, by 


being previouſly known, are contraſted with 


their oppoſite Extremes. For all thoſe ſtriking 


Antitheſes, which to ignorant, or to prejudiced 
Minds appear like ſo many Paradoxes or Contra- 
dictions, will be found to be nothing more, 


when truly underſtood, than fo many Cautions 
or Preſervatives againſt falling into the Errors 
of Sabellius on one Side, or into thoſe of Arius 
on the other. Now as the Nicene Creed was 
particularly intended as an Antidote againſt 


Arianiſm,---and as Sabellianiſm is utterly un- 


| known to our common Congregations, Reaſon 
| good It lems to be, that 1 Creed which was in- 


ended 


[ 7 ] 
| tended to guard againſt both Extremes at the 
ſame Time, and by the ſame Context, ought to 
be laid aſide, when there 1s only one of theſe 
Errors now remaining z---eſpecially as that one 


is already as well guarded againſt as human 
Prudence can deviſe. For undoubted fact it 
is, that that Arian, whoſe Conſcience can digeſt 
the Nicene Creed, will make no Scruples at 


ſwallowing the Athanaſian. Laſtly, we will alſo 


allow, that the great Principles both of natural 
and revealed Religion, might have been ex- 
preſſed in a more methodical Manner, and with 
greater Preciſion, than they are expreſſed in 
our preſent Thirty-nine Articles: Alſo, that a 


| new Set of firſt Leſſons might have been more 


judiciouſly choſen out of the Old Teſtament 
than the preſent are :---That ſome uſeful Abbre- 
viations might be made in our Liturgy; and 


ſome Expreſſions altered and amended. All 


theſe Things every candid, and impartial Man 
will readily allow; and he would be glad bs 


lend an helping Hand, as far as his Abilities 


and Influence extended, towards removing theſe 
few real Blemiſhes, Spots, and Impertections, : 


when a proper Opportunity ſhall _ | 


or nevertheleſs, be it duly, and ſalomaly 
obſerved, that IMPROVING,7--and DESTROYING, 


are very different Things: And that the Man 
pr tl the Set of e who would gladly engage in 


the 


h „ *. 
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the one, would not wiſh to appear to give the 


leaſt Countenance to the other. Therefore ſuch 
Men will chearfully ſubmit to the preſent In- 
conveniences, were they greater than they are, 
rather than be the Co-adjutors, and Fellow-La- 
bourers, in ſuch 2 deſtructive W N as — | 
ſeems to be. 


As to the Caſe of thoſe young Gaiden 
who are to be matriculated in our two Univer- 


ſities of Oxford, and Cambridge, and alſo of all 


| Perſons commencing Graduates, either in Arts, 


Law, Phyſic, or Muſic ;---there doth not ap- 
pear any ſtrict Propriety, in the Reaſon of 
Things, for requiring their Subſcriptions. And 
therefore, were they to be permitted to be on 
the ſame Footing with the reſt of our Lay-Con- 
gregations, or with the Members of Univer- 
ſities in other Countries, I do not ſee, I muſt in- 
genuouſiy confeſs, any Danger that would attend 
their Non-Subſcribing. Conſequently, as ſome 
of them wiſh to be delivered from an Injunction 
which they ſay is grievous to them, and which 
I allow is not neceſlary ;---Let them in the 
Name of Charity, and Good-Will,---and more 
eſpecially let the Miniſters of diſſenting Con- 
57 gregations, if they will chuſe to apply, be hear- 
tily * wiſhed a good Deliverance from the Bur- 
: * of our Subſcriptions. * Bur 


„ * ka. Ati. at de et; 


= The Author repeats his Wiſhes in this . Reſpoth, if the 
 Puſſenting Clergy | mall * think proper to apply. "yo 
urther 
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Bur to return: You tell us in your circular 
printed Paper, © That the Liberty of judg- 
<« ing for yourſelf with Reſpect to the Senſe of 
“ Scripture, is one of thoſe Poſſeſſions, which 
vou have a Right to enjoy, as a Member of a 


C 


Lad 


Proteſtant State ;---a Poſſeſſion which the firſt 


and moſt venerable of our Reformers claim-_ 
« ed as the unalienable Property of Chriſtians, 
in Oppoſition to the Tyranny, and Bigotry 
e of Rome a Privilege, which cannot with 
« Juſtice be circumſcribed by any Juriſdiction = 
upon Earth, by whatever Name ſuch Juriſ- 


* diction 1 is diſtinguiſhed c or defined. 


Now, Sir, I muſt obſerve, that there is 


a Senſe in which every Part of this Paragraph is 


very juſt and true, as hath been already ſet forth 
in this Treatiſe, ſee Pages 28 and 29; and there 
is alſo a Senſe in which ſome Parts of it are very 
falſe. Therefore the Queſtion is, In which of 


theſe Senſes did you intend the whole Paragraph 
to be underſtood? And I cannot do the Cauſe 


of Truth a greater Service, than by bringing 
the Matter io the following Teſt. The 


8 


mi 


— 


further he has to PIE on this Subjekt, as alſo on the 2oth 
Article, and on the original Doctrines of the Church of 
England, as ſettled by the fir Reformers, will ſoon appear 


in his Letters to the Rev. Dr. * is; which : are preparin 
for the Preſs. 4 F 8 15 
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Apoſtle St. Peter ſtrictly enjoins all Chriſtians, 


and a fortiori all thoſe, who either are, or are 
to be dedicated and ſet apart for the Inſtruction 
of other Chriſtians, to be ready to give an An- 
ſwer to every Man, that aſketh a Reaſon of the 
Hope that is in them. Now the Biſhop at an 
_ epiſcopal Ordination, or the Preſbyters at a 
Preſbyteral, or the Elders at a Congregational 
Dedication (for I do not confine the Argument 
to the Church of England, but would make it 
the common Cauſe of all Chriſtian Societies, 
and therefore I ſay in general, the Elders in the 
Church at the Time of your Dedication to the 
Miniſtry) put certain Queſtions to you in Writ— 
ing; ſuppoſe 39, or 19, or q, it matters not, 
concerning your Faith in Chriſt, and the Rea- 
ſons or Grounds of your Hope: What written 
Anſwers will you return to theſe written Queſ- 
tions? Will you ſay, That as you have the Li- 
berty of judging for yourſelf, they have no 
Right to put any Queſtions to you? This, I 


think, is too much even for the boldeſt Confeſ- 


ſionaliſt to advance. Will you then enter a Pro- 
teſt before you ſhall give in your Anſwers, viz. 


That tho? your Elders ſhould not approve of 
theſe Anſwers,---nay, tho' they ſhould think 


your Opinions to be very unſcriptural, and your- 
felf to be unfit to be admitted into the Paſtoral 
Office; yet they ought to admit you to be an 


Overſeer, and a Shepherd of the Flock of Chriſt ; 


or 


1 

or if once admitted, they ought never to turn 

you out on Account of any Heterodox Opi- 
nions,---becauſe the Liberty of judging for 
yourſelf with reſpect to the Senſe of Scrip- 

tures, and conſequently of changing your Opi- 
nions as often as you pleaſe, is a privilege, which 
cannot with Juſtice be circumſcribed by any - 

Juriſdiction upon Earth ?---This indeed is the 
Tenor of your general Arguments; and it is, | 
what you ſeem to be very much inclined to main- "M 
| tain, as an invariable Maxim: And yet I can- 
not perſuade myſelf, that any of you will be fo _ 
much off your Guard, as to make an open I —— 
daaration of it in * Terms. 


3 Is one Word, if you will low, that either 
Paſtors, or People, or both together have a 


Right to enquire into your Senſe of Scripture, mM 
as a public Teacher, and either not to admit \ 
you at firſt to the paſtoral Office -r to re- 1 | 


move you ſrom it, in Caſe they ſhall judge 
you to be unworthy, on Account of your broach- 
| ing ſuch Opinions, as they think to be un- 
(fl) fcriptural, and dangerous ;---the Diſpute is /o 
far at an End, and we are both agreed. But 
if you will inſiſt, that they cannot be juſtified in 
removing you, in ſuch a Caſe, from being a 
public Teacher, and Inſtructor in their Congre- 
gations and Places of Worſhip,---tho' they allow r 
you the full Liberty of ſetting up any religious 
55 Aſſembly of your own elſewhere : : You will | 
1 2 then 


L 88 :1} 
then exerciſe your private Judgement on the 
Ruin and Deſtruction of the Rights of the private 
Judgment of other Men: And you will com- 
mence in Fact, whether you intended it, or 
not, one of the moſt unreaſonable : 
that ever exiſted 1 in the Church. 


Bur 8 better Things f from the 0254. 
neſs of your Heart to correct the evil Tendency _ 
of your Principles; and believing alſo, that 
in acting as a profeſſed Advocate for the Liberty 
of your own private Judgment, you have no 
ſettled Deſign, or profeſſed Intentions of in- 
vading the Rn of others, "os 
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per: But in reading it, I thought the Propo- 
ſal ſo very weak, and inconſiſtent with itſelf, 


that I could not perſuade myſelf, you laid any 


Streſs upon it. However, as I am now inform- 


ed that I was much miſtaken, and that you 
make it the Sheet-Anchor of your Cauſe, 1 
beg Pardon for the Omiſſion, and ſhall there- 


fore endeavour to beſtow that Attention on 
it, which you imagine it ſo well deſerves. 

Tur Paſſage is this, With Reſpect to Sub- 
„ ſcription to the Liturgy, we cannot but la- 


ment, that the Legiſlature ſhould think proper 
Sl Iu 4 « to 


NE Thing, which I am told you and 
0 your Friends greatly, and particularly 
ERR init on, hath entirely eſcaped my 
Notice. Indeed I cannot ſay, that I 
did not read the Paragraph in your circular Pa- 
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& to continue the Requiſition of a ſubſcribed 


c Approbation of a Form of Worſhip, the Uſe 
„ of which is eſtabliſhed by PENALTIES, 
d which muſt ſufficiently enſure the OBzpiexce 
4 of the Parties concerned. Penalties, and not 
« Subſcriptions, ſurely conſtitute the 8 


cc Sanction of a Law.” 


Now here, Sir, we are at a Loſs to know 
the Preciſe Point you are aiming at: Becauſe 
there is one Meaning, in which this Paſſage 

may be underſtood, which we cannot well aſcribe. 
to you, it being inconſiſtent with all your other 
Principles, and avowed Declarations :---And 
there is another Meaning, which, in Tender- | 
neſs to your Character, we are e unwilling t to im- 1 
4 yous to you. 


* Ir is utterly inconſiſtent with your known 
Sentiments of Liberty to ſuppoſe, that you 
would recommend PENALTIES to enforce Obe- 
dience in Matters of Religion. And you, who 


have the moſt dreadful Apprehenfions of a 


political Chriſtianity, ſhould have been the laſt 
Perſon to have given the Preference, as here 
you do, to Sanctions merely political. Be- 
tides, ſuppoſe the State had not been Chriſtian, 
(a Suppoſition which ſome of your Friends, and 
Admirers would gladly make; and you your- 5 


ſelf 


( 1 


| ſelf ſeem to wiſh, that the State remained entire- 
ly Neuter) there would then be an End of penal 
Sanctions to enforce any Kind of Chriſtian Wor- 


ſhip. But muſt we therefore, in ſuch a Caſe, 


be abſolutely deprived of any Liturgy at all? 
And would it be any Crime againſt the State, 
or any Sin againſt God, if religious and well 
diſpoſed Perſons aſſociated together, and firſt 
_ expreſſed their Conſent zo, and afterwards ſub- 
ſcribed their Approbation of ſome common 
Form of Public Prayer? Surely no: And I 
am the bolder in making this Declaration, be- 
cauſe I have your own Example to countenance 
it in another Caſe. For you, the Petitioners, 
have yourſelves aſſociated together: And you 
ſtile yourſelves in this very Paper, the Aſoci- 
ated Members. Nay, you likewiſe declare, 
that you have entered into, and ſubſcribed a 
Bond of Aſſociation. Now, Sir, why might 
not we do the like in our Caſe, which you do 
in yours? And why might not our Subſcripti- 
ons to the Liturgy be ſtiled our Bond of Aſſo- 
ciation ?---It is really hard, that we ſhould be 
debarred a Privilege, which you ſo freely ex- 
erciſe; and which you would think the great- 
eſt Injuſtice to be deprived of. Nor indeed 
1s there any other Tye, merely religious; but this 
of a voluntary Aſſociation, or a voluntary 
5 Subſcription to be Propated all penal Sanc- 
K tions 
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tions being in themſelves foreign to Religion, 


as ſuch, and never to be uſed but on ſome Civil 


Account, 


Bur indeed I need not labour this Point with 


Yov : For you certainly are as little an Advo- 
cate for penal Laws to compel perſons to make 
Uſe of a Liturgy againſt their Wills, as you 
are for Subſcriptions to expreſs their Approba- 
tion of it againſt their Judgments. And there- 
fore there muſt be ſome latent Reaſon for acting 
a Part fo inconſiſtent with yourſelf, and with 
your known CharaQer ;---which Reaſon I ſhall 
_ endeavour to inveſtigate by and by. In the 
mean Time as you are pleaſed to remark, that 
Penalties and not Subſcriptions conſtitute the 
proper Sanctions of a Law, I will join Iſſue 
with you on that Footing ; and in conſequence 
thereof, will attempt to ſhew (what you have 


choſen to omit). the juſtifiable Reaſons for intro- 


ducing penal Laws into this national Aſſociation 
of Religion. | 


Wurxx the Ak of the Popi/h Church eſ— 
| cheated to the State, by the Abolition of Popery, 
a Part of them were again regranted, or might 
be conſidered as regranted for the Eſtabliſh- 
ment of a Proteſtant Church, and the Mainte- 
e eee 


) 


1 
nance of its Miniſters; therefore thoſe who 
now enliſt themſelves the Miniſters of this Pro- 
teſtant Church, are in Fact enliſted in the Ser- 
vice of the Public ;---and they do thereby virtu- 
ally contract with the State to perform that Duty 
which the State requires. Now the Duty here 
required is to make Uſe of a certain Liturgy, 
or Form of Common Prayer in the Celebration 
of public Worſhip : The Approbation of which 
Liturgy, or Form had been expreſſed before by 
Subſcription. Here then, Penal Sanctions 
very properly come in ;---for the Legiſlature 
_ doth not require you to approve; but if you do 
_ approve, it requires you to uſe, And in ſuch a 
Caſe, the State hath certainly a juſt Right to com- - 
pel you to do that Duty, and to perform thoſe 
Offices, to which you have conſented, and for 
which you are paid.---Either therefore renounce 
the Pay, or perform the Service. And here 
again, if this Alternative is to be branded with 
the Name of Perſecution ;---May ſuch a Perſe- 
| eution wy be entailed 5 us! 


3 am much afraid, . * that 

you would not ſay an hearty Amen, to this ſhort 
Prayer. And yet you yourſelf are pleaſed to ſay, 

or rather in/inuate, (for you take Care not to 
Een ſo much in expreſs Terms) that you would 

be content to ſuffer the Penalties for not uſing 
| Ke * 
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a Liturgy, which you diſapprove,---provided 
4 Subſcriptions of Approbation were remov- 
ed. Aſtoniſhing ! you cannot really mean any 
ſuch Thing.---And were Proſecutions to be 
commenced, and Penalties to be levied upon 
you for not conforming to the Uſe of a Litur- 
gy, to the Approbation of which you had never 
ſubſcribed, you would be the firſt Perſon 

to exclaim againſt ſuch a tyrannical Exertion 
of the Civil Power. Nay, you would urge 
that very Omiſſion of Subſcribing, as a Proof 
of the ſhocking Injuſtice of paſſing any Sentence 
againſt you. What then can this double deal 
ing mean? And to what End or Motive are 
we to attribute the W of l much Art 
ang 8 8 4555 


-Sorry I 1 am to a that after caſting 
ae for every charitable Conſtruction, I am 
forced at laſt to acquieſce in the following 
blunt Account, given by a Man of ſome Pene- 
tration, who paraphraſes your Words, and gives 
your Meaning after the following Manner. 


„Luxx theſe ſilly People who call themſelves 
« Orthodox, or Right-thinkers, be firſt gull- 
ds ed out of their Subſcriptions of Approba- 
tion under jome Pretence or other: Be- 
cauſe nothing can be done, till this is ac- 
9 { compliſhed 


F 

4 compliſhed,---it being reckoned baſe and ſean- 
c dalous for a Man to renounce his own Sub- 
“ ſcription, unleſs he will renounce his Prefer- 
4 ment at the ſame. Time; Which none of us 


«é jntend to do. Therefore, while theſe Sub- 


4 ſcriptions remain, they are a Clog, and a dead 
„Weight upon us: They hurt our Charac- 
* ters. they prevent many from declaring 
* in our Fayour,---and they ſtop our o.] m 
« Mouths to a great Degree, againſt crying 
«*.. ous; Perſecution ! For the ſhort Reply is, 
% Why then did you ſubſcribe? Or why do you 
% wot renounce the Preferments which you hold 
. by Virtue of your Subſcriptions ?---At all Events 
“ therefore let us get rid of Subſcriptions ; . But 
<« let us not ſound an Alarm at firſt, leaſt our 
Plot ſhould be diſcovered. Conſequently 


while we are petitioning to be freed from 


“ Subſcriptions, let us ſeem to be content, that 


5 all penal Sanctions ſhould remain. Indeed we 
% may the more readily acquielce in this Point, 

* becauſe when the one is removed, the other 

* will become a mere brutum fulmen. For it 
eis idle to think of enforcing any of theſe Pe- 
„ nalties in ſuch a Country as ours, and ac- 
cording to the preſent Diſpoſition of its In- 
& habitants. Beſides, who is to inform, or 
* rather who dares to incur the odious Name 
« 00" an rar wo Tine eyen were an Infor- 
| | | | | TY. 0. 4 mation 


[ v8 } ® 
mation to be lodged, who is to carry on 


the various Proſecutions againſt us? Or who 


% would charge himſelf» with the Trouble, 


and the vaſt Expence ?---Not to mention, that 


* if we luſtily cried out Fire! Faggot! and 


« Perſecution | which we ſhould have a much 
<4. better Pretence for doing than we had before, 


„e ſhould be ſure of gaining all the Mob, 
«and all the News-papers on our Side. And 
then we need not fear even the 36th Canon, 
and all the Cenſures of the Eccleſiaſtical 


„ Courts. For as it would be in our Power to 

«ſtop Proceedings, by Means of a Prohibi- 

tion ;---and as our Benefices are Freeholds, 

„ and Matters of civil Property, an 'Engli/h 
„ Jury, well warmed by patriotic News-papers, 
mand by the patriotic Harangues of the Coun- 
„ cil in Favour of the glorious Cauſe of Li- 


“ berty,---the Proteſtant Religion, the Rights 
<« f private Judgment, — the Rights of En- 
4 gliſimen, and of Magna Charta, will cer- 
<« tainly determine in our Favour; ſo that if 


we can once get off theſe "_ Fetters of 5 
6 een the Day i 10 our n! 


N. ow, Sir, whether this Mair pn 95 : 


* wrong, your own Conſcience beſt can 


tell. But certain it is, that you ought to give 


ſome conſiſtent Account for this very incon- 
ſiſtent Part of your Conduct, or elle admit, 


that 


* 
5 


79 J 
chat there is too much Truth in this Repre- 


ſentation of it. Indeed we ourſelves are not 
fo blind, but that we plainly foreſee the fatal 


Conſequences, which would attend ſuch a Plan 
as yours. One Clergyman would read one 
Part of the Service, and another would read 


another, and both perhaps would add ſome- 
thing peculiar of their own; whereas a 


third might read no Part at all, but launch 
out into extempore Effuſions. Some would 
mangle and curtail the Service thro' one Motive 5 
and ſome thro' another; and the Paſſions, and 
Prejudices of all would be greatly enflamed, 

and be let looſe to do what Miſchiefs they 


pleaſed. By this Means the ſerious and rati- 


onal Part of our Congregations would be ſore- 
ly hurt, and ſcandalized; the warm, the 


bigotted, or enthuſiaſtic would be ſplit into 
Sects and furious Factions; -- -Prieſt would be 


ſet up againſt Prieft,---Pariſh againſt Pariſh,--- 


or one Part of the Pariſhoners againſt another, 
whilſt the Indifferent, the Irreligious, and Pro- 
fane, would divert themſelves with making 
Sport of all. In ſhort, the preſent Church of 
England, which without any Compliment to 
ourſelves, (tho* in one of your Tracts you are 

| pleaſed to call it a Self-Compliment) and ac- 


cording to the united Judgment of all foreign 


Churches, is the Glory, and the Bulwark of 
2 Th the 7 
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Proteſtant Religion, would then bene 
its Scandal and Diſgrace. And if ever PG. 
pery ſhall be able to make any Advances among 
us, it muſt be by ſuch Means as theſe, For 
8 would at laſt grow ſatiated and tired with 
dur perpetual Wranglings, Diſputes, and Divi- 
1885 and they would therefore fly to the Church | 
of Rome, as to An 71 4 which promiſed them 
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